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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER 
              Cdr. Carol Bell, S 
 
Greetings to All My Fellow Boaters! 

 
Well, finally some good 
news on the Gulf oil spill. It 
appears that the pipe may 
well be capped!  Sighs of 
relief are being heard 
across the Gulf Coast! If the 
cap continues to hold, our 
waterways will have a 

chance at getting the oil that is in them cleaned 
up. This will allow our fisherman to get back to 
work and seafood to flow again into our 
restaurants helping employ our fellow 
Louisianans. The long reaching effects of this 
spill are mind boggling and it will still take some 
time before we get back to ñnormalò but at least 
things look more encouraging. 
 
The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Maritime Museum 
had two robotic camps for children around the 
ages of 10. It was very fascinating to watch 
these children work diligently putting their robots 
together. This was an opportunity to see how the 
robots are made and a demonstration of how 
they work in the water. We have all seen the 
pictures on the news of the robots checking out 
the site of the oil spill.  
 
I know that we hear over and over from the 
news media that oil is on every beach and in 
every waterway from here to Florida. It seems 
overwhelming at times. These stories have a 
great influence on the type of boating that we 
do. Many of us cancelled our plans to cruise to 
the Gulf Coast this spring because we did not 
know what we would be facing. Over the course 
of the last few months I have asked people who 
live in the areas where the oil is supposed to be 
how it really is.  The answer is always the same. 
Our beaches are clean. 
 

One of the benefits of belonging to the Power 
Squadron is having so much information at our 
fingertips in the form of our fellow D15 Squadron 
members. If you want to travel by boat to the 
Coast, in addition to contacting the Coast Guard, 
please contact our neighboring Squadrons to 
see what is going on in their areas. They will 
have firsthand knowledge of what is really 
happening. 
 
Some of you may already know that I am the 
Coordinator for the Madisonville Wooden Boat 
Festival this year being held October 23-24. The 
Festival is the major fundraiser for the Maritime 
Museum and I would like to let you know that the 
oil spill in the Gulf is not going to prevent us from 
having a successful Festival. Plans are rolling 
along nicely with some new and exciting things 
in the works. Boat owners from across the Gulf 
are sending in their applications and we expect 
to have the same number and quality of boats 
as we have had in past years.  
 
We had a successful Member Appreciation party 
on July 3

rd
 at the Madisonville Wall. Thank you 

to all the members who came out and enjoyed 
having the Bridge cook for them. The hit of the 
day was Merle Albersô Blueberry Cobbler and 
the peach ice cream also went over well! 
 
Just a reminder, if you havenôt had your boat 
inspected by one of our qualified Vessel Safety 
Examiners, now is the time to get it done. Donôt 
wait until you are out on the water to find out that 
you are missing the necessary safety equipment 
or have expired flares. Check our website for the 
names of our examiners and letôs get it done.  
 
Stay safe on the water and have fun! 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C George Trousdale, S 

 
 As I write this, the oil well is capped and ñthat 

guyò is getting his life back 
IN RUSSIA!  I shouldnôt 
say that, but some things 
do fly in my face! 
 
Anyway, Iôm supposed to 
talk about safety as XO.  
What have you NOT heard 

about safety?  There is a mountain of 
information available to read and youôve 
probably read most of it. However, one item that 
does not show up much is that some of the 
people who fall out of boats most likely hit their 
heads on the way out of the boat and SINK if 
they are not wearing a PFD!  By the time the 
skipper gets back get to the location of the man 
over board, the body has sunk into our dark, 
murky water.  The deceased probably did know 
how to swim, but it didnôt do much good!  Please 
wear your PFD at all times while boating. 
 
The Wooden Boat Festival is October 23 & 24, 
2010.  If you havenôt signed up to help man the 
admission gate, please call me ï 985-792-1335.  
We ñworkò the gate from 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
Saturday and Sunday.  ñWorkò is in quotation 
marks because it is a lot of fun!  We have been 
doing this for many years, so come on out!  You 
even get a T-shirt, a meal, and free admission 
into the Festival!  What else could you ask for? 

 
On a personal note, Helen & I want to thank you 
for all the fun weôre having!  Boating is fun and 
you-all have shown us how! 

 
Best regards, 
George Trousdale 
XO 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C  Bob Albers, AP 
 

 Well, I hope all of you feel appreciated from our 
great membership 
appreciation rendezvous 
on the wall that was held 
July 3rd.  I know that 
Merle feels good that her 
blueberry cobbler was 
devoured so quickly.  At 
least we didnôt have to 

take any of it home for the cat!   
 
Unfortunately our annual Brady Island raft-up 
that was scheduled for July 24-25 didnôt happen 
due to the threat of Tropical Storm Bonnie.  
Thank goodness that turned out to be a non-
event!  That same weekend I attended a 
National sponsored Leadership training session 
in New Orleans that was hosted by D15.  Most 
of what was covered I had already learned in my 
management training with AT&T and Tyco, but 
there are many differences between leadership 
and management. This session concentrated 
and emphasized the leadership aspects.  I will 
definitely make a change to my own style, I think 
for the better. 
 
While at the training session, I spoke with some 
of the delegates from the New Orleans 
Squadron.  They are looking forward to joining 
us on August 21

st
 for the Madisonville wall raft-

up and fish fry.  We hope to see all of you there 
too!  Since this will be a catered fish fry, you 
must RSVP if you plan on attending. LPSPS as 
well as the New Orleans squadron should RSVP 
to august@lpsps.org.  If you canôt do so by 
email, please contact Norma Roberts at 225-
766-4302 or our illustrious Commander at 985-
809-9805. Kindly do so no later than August 
17

th
. The cost will be $15 per person. 

  
You might have noticed that I am not included in 
the RSVP to.  This is because I have to put 
Squadron activities on the back burner for a 
while starting August 9th.  I donôt know when Iôll 
be able to return to an active role but I hope it is 
before our ñtailgateò membership meeting to be 
held on FRIDAY September 10th. Thatôs Friday, 
not Thursday.  The reason for the change in 
date is because Thursday is when the Saints will 
beat the Vikings again.  We knew that most of 
you would either be at the Superdome or glued 
to the TV.  We will celebrate the Saints victory 

mailto:august@lpsps.org
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with a catered, post game tailgate party.  
Alternatively, we can cry in our beer while we 
cheer for the Tigers, Wave, Tide, Rebels or what 
have you. 
 
I think I said that this is a catered tailgate (BBQ 
Chicken & fixinôs), so donôt forget to RSVP to 
September@lpsps.org or notify Norma or Carol 
as above by September 7

th
. 

 
Hope to see you there and GGEEAAUUXX  SSAAIINNTTSS!!! 
 

EDUCATION REPORT 
Lt/C Nick Chronis, JN 
 

   For many of us, summer travel and vacation 
activities are well 
underway. Sadly, 
however, the tragic oil 
incident in the Gulf of 
Mexico has adversely 
impacted plans that 
would have involved 
cruising in and around 

the Gulf Coast region. Indeed, now that the well 
has been ñcappedò, all of us are hoping that the 
ongoing efforts to reverse its effects are 
successful because, eventually, we intend to 
continue  our enjoyment of the wonderful sport 
of boating in local and nearby waters. 
 
For this reason and as we look toward the 
future, itôs important that we include plans for 
continuing our boating education.  Thatôs why 
now is a particularly good time to be considering 
our squadronôs ñFall 2010ò educational course 
offerings.  
 
Your LPSPS Education Team would like to 
present four (4) courses between Labor Day and 
Christmas, 2010. The four courses identified 
below were tentatively selected based on recent 
indications of member interest. Whether we 
actually present the courses is wholly dependent 
upon; A - The number of persons who sign-up to 
take the courses, and; B - The availability of 
competent instructors to organize and present 
the classes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED COURSE OFFERINGS FALL 2010   
 
Course     Member Fee 
 
Piloting (ñPò)    $80.00 
 
Engine Maintenance (ñEMò) $70.00 
 
Cruise Planning (ñCPò)  $55.00 
 
Marine Electronics (ñMEò) $70.00 
 
The only course suggesting a prerequisite of 
Seamanship (S) is the Piloting (P) course. 
 
Weôre hoping that we have arranged for the 
necessary instructors; so, assuming we have at 
least six students for each class, we will order 
the appropriate instructional materials. Please 
contact Nick Chronis at (985) 674-2687 or Bill 
Dietrich at (985) 626-9730 to sign-up. 
 
In addition to these courses, we hope to present 
yet another Americaôs Boating Course (ñABCò) 
on August 28 at the Maritime Museum. Please 
help advertise this course by word-of-mouth.    
 
Have a safe and enjoyable boating season.  

  
AAuugguusstt  BBiirrtthhddaayyss    
 
Please wish our August ñbabiesò 
a very Happy Birthday! 
 
Charlie Weaver  02 
John Bell  03 
Doug Gardner  10 
Billy Montgomery 10 
Tyler Hood  14 
Glen Roy  16 
Joyce Tracey  28   
 
 

 
 

mailto:September@lpsps.org


 4 

TREASURERõS REPORT 
Lt/C John Winters 

 
I apologize for missing the last two months of 

the Newsletter, but the good 
news is that I was on two 
nice trips in the beginning of 
both May and June.  
Whenever I do take off it 
seems that there is always 
an abundance of paper to 
handle, both before and 
after I leave.  We are taking 
another trip in July, but I 

have the forethought to check in before I leave. 
  
As most of you know, I erred when I submitted 
the dues schedule to National back in February.  
Cdr. Bell has helped me with the correct 
amounts of dues and I will send checks out by 
the 1

st
 of July to those involved. If you over-paid 

and have not received a refund, please let me 
know. 
  
Financially, the squadron is doing well.  Nick 
Chronis does a good job of covering all costs of 
education and Bob Albers does the same with 
our meetings and rendezvousô.  When you see 
these members, please thank them for the great 
jobs they do. 
 
 

FROM OUR SECRETARY 
 Lt/C Judy Warnke 

 
Hello to everyone. Hope you have been enjoying 

the summer months and 
keeping cool. 
 
As you know, the ladies of the 
Squadron have been out and 
about with monthly excursions.  
 
In July, a group of us went to 
Baton Rouge to the Louisiana  

State Museum. We had a wonderful time and 
topped it off with a wonderful luncheon at the 
Capital City Grill. 
 
August 19

th
 we will be heading to Vianneôs 

(pronounced ñVee-Annôsò) Tea Salon and Café 
at 544 Girod Street in Old Mandeville. We will 
meet for High Tea or also known as afternoon 
tea which consists of a three-course experience: 
delicious fresh baked scones with 

accoutrements of lemon curd, clotted cream and 
jam; assortment of tea sandwiches and 
savories; special desserts; served with a large 
pot or two small pots of tea from the gourmet tea 
menu. The cost will be $24.95 plus tax & 
gratuity. We will meet at Vianneôs at 10:15AM for 
a 10:30AM tea time. After tea, should there be a 
desire, we can go into a few of the shops along 
Girod. For all those interested in attending the 
tea, please contact Judy Warnke, 985/646-3859, 
judy.Warnke@yahoo.com or Carol Bell, 
985/809-9805, jbcbbell@bellsouth.net. Please 
RSVP no later than August 17 as reservations 
must be made. Look forward to seeing everyone 
for tea! 
 

  July trip to Louisiana State Museum 

   
 
  Judy Warnke, Diane Chronis, Helen Trousdale, 
  Elaine Gardner and Norma Roberts. 
 
Member appreciation picnic-July 3rd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Birthday weekend for Diane and Norma 
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

.LPSPS Ladies Rendezvous  
August 19, 2010 
Vianneôs Tea Salon and Café. 
 
RSVP Judy Warnke by August 17

th
 

985-646-3859 or Judy.warnke@yahoo.com 
Or Carol Bell 985-809-9805/jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 
 

Rendezvous ð Madisonville Wall 
August 21-22, 2010 
With New Orleans Sail and Power Squardon 
Catered fish-fry. All must RSVP by August 17

th 

august@lpsps.org, Norma Roberts at 225-766-4302   

or Cmdr Bell at 985-809-9805.  
 

General Membership Meeting 
FRIDAY 
September 10, 2010 
6:00PM Social 
7:00PM Dinner and meeting 
 
This will be a catered event, so please check 
upcoming newsletters for information. 
 

 

mailto:Judy.warnke@yahoo.com
mailto:jbcbbell@bellsouth.net
mailto:august@lpsps.org
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More Picnic Pics: 

 
Watermelon seed spittinôcontest...looks like some- 
one got caught moving the line forward. 
 
 

 
Ladies chillaxing while the guys have their contest 

A great time was had by all!!  

See you all next year!  

Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2010 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Carol Bell, S   985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C Bob Albers, AP 985-727-4665 
rcalbers@bellsouth.net 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Nick Chronis, JN 985-674-2687 
nicholaschronis@bellsouth.net 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011 
jwinterscp@aol.com 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Judy Warnke 985-633-1626 
Judy.warnke@yahoo.cpm 

 
 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 
Bob Owens, SN 

P/C Doug Brooks, JN 
 
 

Newsletter editor 
 

Lt Christine Williams, P 
985-624-3813 

sailont@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 
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