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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER 
              Cdr. Carol Bell, S 
 
Greetings to All My Fellow Boaters! 

I would like to say “THANK 
YOU” to all of our members 
who worked together to 
make our Safe Boating 
Events successful! Our 
Vessel Safety Examiners 
came out with a willingness 
to help the public boaters 
make sure that they had the 

proper safety equipment. It was very shocking to 
learn how many boats did not pass inspection.  
 
I personally enjoyed being shown how to hold a 
flare properly and how to use a fire extinguisher.  
This was a separate event arranged by George 
Trousdale. Whether on your boat or at your 
home, each of us should be prepared to act 
quickly and confidently should an emergency 
arise.  I did not realize that there are so many 
different types of flares. I would suggest that you 
may want to check what you have on your boat 
and call George to discuss the types that were 
used at our demonstration and what would be 
best for the type of boating you do. 
 
Many of our members had planned to cruise the 
Gulf Coast but cancelled due to the oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico. This now leaves a lot of 
members looking for local day or overnight 
cruises to keep them on the water. If anyone has 
any favorite local spots that they think might be 
fun places to go, please feel free to contact any 
Bridge Member and share your ideas. 
Anchorages are always fun! Remember it 
doesn’t matter what size boat you have! Also if 
you live on the water or have a camp and are 
able to host a Rendezvous, call Bob Albers to 
set something up.  
Please remember that we do not have General 
Membership meetings in July or August. Our 
September meeting which normally would be on 
Thursday, Sept 9th will be on the Friday, 

Sept.10th instead.  Thursday is the season 
opener for the Saints and I know that you all 
would rather watch the game that night. We 
expect tales of the game to be told on Friday 
and perhaps we should have a little contest to 
see who can come closest to predicting the final 
score. 
 
In an email a few weeks ago, I discussed an 
error with our dues schedule for those of you 
whose dues were to be paid in May. We did not 
forget but are waiting for our statement to come 
in from National to see who overpaid and then 
we will make the necessary adjustments. Thank 
you for your patience! 
 
Our hurricane season has officially started and it 
would be best for us to start to make your plans 
now.  First you should check your insurance 
policy to see what restrictions you may have 
regarding a named storm. What are your 
deductibles? Read your policy carefully! Do you 
have “hurricane” lines to properly secure your 
boat? Have you checked them to make sure that 
they are in good shape without frays or worn 
spots?  Are your pilings sturdy?  Fenders fully 
inflated and staying that way? If you have to 
evacuate, who has your contact information if 
someone needs to get in touch with you? How 
exactly do you plan to tie up your boat? Have 
you checked with your boat neighbor to see 
what his plans are, to make sure that his boat is 
properly secured? You could have the best plan 
in the marina but if your neighboring boats are 
not properly prepared you are as much at risk 
from them as the hurricane itself. Also it is a 
good idea to have a telephone number for 
someone who you know is staying so you can 
call to get a status update. Don’t forget to clean 
out the refrigerator!  I was surprised at the 
number of boats that stayed plugged into shore 
power during our last hurricanes! If anything can 
bounce around, make sure to put it away 
especially if it is important to you! Better yet take 
it home! While preparing for Gustav and Ike, I 
couldn’t decide what I wanted to leave so I 
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packed most of our stuff up. Before we may be 
put in that situation again, I am going to take a 
long hard look at what I really need to remove. 
Take the time to think through your plans 
carefully. Don’t forget that there is a very large 
pool of knowledge in this Squadron and 
everyone is happy to jump in and help. If you are 
new to boating and need some guidance, do not 
hesitate to call any member! That’s what the 
Power Squadron is all about!  
 
Remember this is YOUR Squadron, come on 
out and join in! 
 
Safe Boating to All! 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C George Trousdale, S 

 
Safe Boating Week – May 22 – May 29, 2010:  

Your Squadron was quite 
busy on the 22

nd
 and 23

rd
! 

 
John Bell took the lead 
with the Vessel Safety 
Checks at Marina Del Ray 
on May 22nd.  He had 
more VSC Inspectors 
there than ever before!  

Suffice it to say we are proud of his efforts! 
 
May 23rd – the “Flare Off” and “Fire Extinguisher 
Demo” held at the Madisonville launch was most 
instructional for those in attendance!  Though we 
did not have the numbers of people that we 
expected, many of those there had never 
experienced lighting flares or seeing a fire 
extinguished.   
 
Some lessons learned: 

 We did not have any “duds” and 
some dated back to 1999! 

 Do not hold a flare over your 
boat.  They drip hot stuff!  Hold 
them over the water! 

 Hold them perpendicular to the 
prevailing wind so the smoke 
does not boil back into your 
face. 

 The preponderance of flares 
brought for use was “Red 
Locator Flares”.  It was thought 
that these flares are much better 
if used for night time 
emergencies.   

 The Orion “Hand Held Orange 
Smoke Flares” are for day time 
and more easily seen - and 
somewhat more expensive.   

 There are other “off shore” 
flares that last longer, have 
parachutes, etc. 

 
We believe that upgrading your flare supply 
would be a good idea! 
 
Many thanks to Peggy Roy for the advertising 
efforts, Bob Albers for the equipment support 
and the rest of the crew!  A fun time was had by 
all! 
 
LPSPS would like to thank ST. Tammany 
Sheriff’s Office for sending Sergeant Daniel 
Chauvin, Jr. and his assistant, Deputy Woods 
who took the aerial flares out into Lake 
Pontchartrain to demonstrate their effectiveness. 
 
Also, we would like to thank District Chief David 
Windom for sending a detail out to oversee the 
event and demonstrate our fire extinguishers. 
 
George Trousdale, XO 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C  Bob Albers, AP 
 

      We had our Membership meeting June 10
th
. 

Art Roberts and John 
Winters gave us a 
presentation on their recent 
trip to the British Virgin 
Islands.  Our picnic 
rendezvous at 
Fontainebleau State Park 
took place the following 

Saturday.  We were able to get a the prime spot 
under the pavilion and, with the help of a good 
breeze from the lake, we enjoyed a pleasant 
time.  After the BVI report at the meeting 
concerning how clear the water was, I was 
asked if I could see my feet under the waters of 
Lake Pontchartrain.  I jokingly responded that 
once I got out a mile or two, I could swim on my 
back and see both of them.  In reality, I could 
see them through the water once I got away 
from the shallowest part of the beach. 
 
The park has been well restored since the last 
unpleasantness (Katrina) although the bath 
house still needs to be repaired.  It seems there 
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is some dispute with FEMA as the building is on 
the National Register of Historic places.  I really 
think that the Katrina disaster is comparable to 
the San Francisco earthquake.  The difference is 
in the aftermath.  The Californians basically had 
to do all the recovery themselves.  It took 7 
years.  Now, after a natural disaster such as 
hurricane, flood or tornado we have the man-
made disaster called FEMA. 
 
Members, we appreciate you!  Just to show it, 
we will have a “Member Appreciation Day” 
rendezvous at the Madisonville Wall on July 3

rd.
.  

The squadron will provide hamburgers and 
hotdogs and soft drinks for all the members and 
their families.  We do need to get a handle on 
how much food will be needed so we are asking 
you to RSVP to July@lpsps.org. Now, for those 
of you who can’t use the link that appears here, 
you can just type that address into your email 
handler as you see it there.  Also, you can call 
Norma Roberts (225)766-4302 and advise her 
but we do need to know how many hamburgers, 
hotdogs and soft drinks you think your party will 
consume.  As usual, members will be 
responsible for providing their own adult 
beverages, and please bring your own lawn 
chairs as well. 
 
 

 

 
Coming up, we will not have membership 
meetings in July or August but will resume our 
regular schedule in September.  Oh, speaking of 
September, that meeting will be a day later than 
usual.  Why? You ask?  It’s because that 
Thursday night the wonderful, fabulous, 
magnificent Super Bowl Champions, the New 
Orleans Saints, will play the Minnesota Vikings 
in the Superdome.  We know that you will either 
be at the game or glued to the television.  Just 
remember we will celebrate the Saints victory at 
our membership meeting on Friday, September 
10

th
 with a catered “tailgate” party at the 

Maritime Museum.  Now, just in case, instead of 
crying in our beer over a Saints loss, our 

alternative will be to celebrate LSU, Tulane, Old 
Miss, etc. so bring your favorite team’s colors 
and other paraphernalia.  Also, as this will be 
catered, we need to know about attendance so 
please RSVP to September@lpsps.org.  
Again, as above, if you can’t use the link, you 
can type the address into your email program or 
call Norma at (225)766-4302.  The program for 
the September meeting is still tentative.  Watch 
the next newsletters for details. 

 
EDUCATION REPORT 

Lt/C Nick Chronis, JN 
 

   There’s little doubt that folks are preparing for 
the boating season … 
and taking it seriously! 
One of the best indicators 
of this preparation is the 
fact that our squadron 
had 21 persons take our 
recent “ABC” class on 
June 5. Because boater 

education and community service rank high on 
our squadron’s list of priorities, our members 
can take pride in our efforts in this outreach 
activity. 
 
In stepping up to present the “ABC” class, our 
LPSPS Education Team demonstrated that they 
truly understand the meaning of the phrase 
“Boating is Fun … We’ll Show You How”. All 
USPS members should be very gratified to 
observe non-member “ABC” students supporting 
the fundamental notion that indeed boating is 
fun, but only if it’s done safely and with due 
respect for the laws and responsibilities that 
underpin safety on the water. So, to everyone 
who was involved in arranging for, presenting 
and supporting the “ABC” class: THANKS 
MUCH FOR A JOB WELL DONE! 
 
Another “well-done” is due to those LPSPS 
members who very generously provided the 
volunteer instruction for the Maritime Museum’s 
Field Trips for area elementary school students 
during the 2009-2010 school year. Catherine 
Lynch, the museum’s tireless volunteer 
coordinator, informed us that 982 students 
benefitted from the instruction provided by Bill 
Dietrich, Lynn Haase, Carol Bell, George 
Trousdale, Doug Brooks and Marlene 
Sobkowich. When the teachers, parents, 
grandparents, guardians and bus-drivers are 
added-in to the attendance figures, the number 

mailto:July@lpsps.org
mailto:September@lpsps.org
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of persons receiving this instruction exceeds 
1200.  
 
About future course offerings: Based on 
“preference” input expressed by various LPSPS 
members, we hope to be providing several 
courses in the not-too-distant future. 
 
 More specifically, we would like to offer the 
following courses: 

 Piloting 

 Cruise Planning 

 Marine Electronics 

 Engine Maintenance 
 
However, before we can present these courses 
effectively, we need to identify some members 
who are willing to help teach the courses. This is 
important because we want to ensure that: A. 
we employ the most knowledgeable person(s) 
available to provide the instruction; B. we want 
to expand our instructor base, and; C. we don’t 
burn-out any individual instructor. If you are 
prepared to either teach or assist in teaching 
one or more of these courses, please contact 
me at (985) 674-2687.  
 
Have a safe and enjoyable summer boating 
season.  

  
  
JJuullyy  BBiirrtthhddaayyss    
 
Please wish our July ñbabiesò a 
very Happy Birthday! 
 
Cheryl Singleton 02 
Norma Laskay  03 
Diane Chronis  04 
Norma Roberts  05 
Richard Owens  11 
Gabriel Lasala  15 
William Kingsmill III 20 
Doug Brooks  25 
Wallace Reynolds 25 
John Shafer  30 
Paul Warnke  30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 23
rd

 “Flare off” and Fire 
Extinguisher Demo 
   

 
P/C John Bell

 
George Trousdale 
 

 

 
 P/C John Bell and Admin. Bob Albers 
 

 
 

LPSPS tent
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Member Appreciation Day 
July 3, 2010 
Madisonville Wall-12:00N 
RSVP required to July@LPSPS.org 
or Norma Roberts 225-766-4302 
bring your adult beverages, chairs, sunscreen, etc. 

 
LPSPS Ladies Rendezvous  
July 20, 2010 
Louisiana State Museum-Baton Rouge 
Details TBA 

 
Rendezvous ð Brady Island 
July 24-25, 2010 
More details to follow. Watch your email! 
 

General Membership Meeting 
No meetings in July and August. 
 
September 10, 2010 
6:00PM Social 
7:00PM Dinner and meeting 
 
This will be a catered event, so please check 
upcoming newsletters for information. 
 

 

mailto:July@LPSPS.org
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Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2010 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Carol Bell, S   985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C Bob Albers, AP 985-727-4665 
rcalbers@bellsouth.net 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Nick Chronis, JN 985-674-2687 
nicholaschronis@bellsouth.net 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011 
jwinterscp@aol.com 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Judy Warnke 985-633-1626 
Judy.warnke@yahoo.cpm 

 
 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 
Bob Owens, SN 

P/C Doug Brooks, JN 
 
 

Newsletter editor 
 

Lt Christine Williams, P 
985-624-3813 

sailont@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 
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