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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER  
              Cdr. Carol Bell, S 
 
Greetings to All My Fellow Boaters! 

We are all anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of spring 
and warmer weather! Less 
wind (sorry all you sailors) 
would also be nice too. Itôs 
been tempting on these 
bright sunny days to go into 
the garden and cut back all 
the dead foliage but I have 

been cautioned to wait until after Easter when 
the danger of frost has passed. However I have 
been spending my time making plans for 
cruising to Orange Beach, Al. later this spring  
and taking stock of the ñlittleò things that need to 
be tended to before we leave port. The Captain 
doesnôt seem to be very excited by my list but oh 
well, I am very confident that all those things will 
be dealt with. Have any tips to share with your 
fellow members on cruising? If you have not 
done any cruising before, LPSPS offers a great 
course dealing with this topic and it would be 
very helpful. Also other experienced Squadron 
members are always happy to share their tips 
and secret anchoring spots, you just have to 
ask. 
 
LPSPS had their first Rendezvous of the year on 
March 12-14

th
 at the Mandeville Wall. It was our 

ñRag Topò event and our sailors were going to 
take the power boaters out for a sail on Lake 
Pontchartrain. Well Mother Nature did not want 
to cooperate and the winds were very high (at 
least to us power boaters) and the lake was 
pretty rough so it was decided that we would not 
go out. The boats were rocking quite a bit while 
tied to the wall and things didnôt calm down until 
Saturday evening. We hope to be able to do this 
again! Many THANKS to Chris and Jeff Williams 
and Laura and Fred Beverly for bringing their 
sailboats! 
 

 In my last article, I mentioned getting your boat 
ready for the boating season. In my case, I 
thought I was prepared until I went to the first aid 
supplies to get some Dramamine for a fellow 
member. To my surprise the empty pack was 
there but no Dramamine to be found. Now 
fortunately we were at the dock and were able to 
borrow some but had we been at ñseaò it could 
have been a problem. Sometimes we may not 
think of things that we donôt use ourselves but 
we should keep them onboard for others. 
Normally I donôt have a problem with choppy 
seas but that weekend I did and could have 
used some myself. The other lesson learned is 
at certain times of the year when allergy season 
is at its highest we should carry some extra 
allergy/sinus products onboard. When inviting 
guests to travel with you make sure that they 
have all their medications and warn them to 
bring extras in case weather or boat problems 
cause delays in the trip. 
 
The trip back to homeport on Sunday from our 
rendezvous proved to me once again how 
important it is to become as educated as we 
can. We were travelling along after having a nice 
ride across the lake and entered the river when 
suddenly all of our electronics went blank. While 
it was not critical as we were in familiar territory, 
it could have had very serious consequences 
had we been somewhere we did not know. Do 
you keep your charts onboard? More importantly 
do you know how to read a chart if your 
electronics fail?  What if the weather is bad and 
the Captain is concentrating on steering, does 
the First Mate understand how to read a chart 
and be able to guide the boat in on the right 
course? Interesting questions! I wonder how you 
would answer. Nick Chronis, our Education 
Officer can help you decide what the best 
choices are for you. 
 
Seamanship is going along well. Everyone 
seems to be very engaged and enjoying the 
course. The ñon the waterò portion will be held in 
the next few weeks. This is a new feature and is 
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designed to give the class some practical 
experience.  Nick Chronis is putting his own 
mark on our courses so as to make learning 
more interesting and fun. Piloting will be the next 
advanced course and I encourage you to sign 
up when the time comes. 
 
The calendar for the Ladies activities is done 
and we are looking forward to a year of 
sightseeing, arts, shopping and lunching. What 
could be better than that? Gentlemen, if your 
spouse does not regularly check their email, 
please print this newsletter so they may plan 
their calendars accordingly. 
 
Safe Boating to All!!! 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
Lt/C George Trousdale, S 
 

 Spring is springing!  SAFE boating is upon us 
and the water beckons.  
LPSPS has prepared some 
great activities for your 
enjoyment.  April 24th is 
the Crawfish Boil which will 
possibly include a crawfish 
race if we can find any 
LIVE ones!  Details of the 
Crawfish Boil will be 
forthcoming. 

 
March 12 ï 14, The ñRag Top Rendezvousò was 
fun.  Two sail boats and two power boats were 
at the Mandeville Wall (in front of the 
Pontchartrain Yacht Club) for the weekend. The 
ñIdes of Marchò was present and accounted for 
as the wind really picked up on Saturday, with 
white caps even in the channel, so there werenôt 
any takers for going out for a sail.  It was a bit 
rough for the boats sitting at the wall, so we all 
just kicked back on land for most of the 
afternoon.  A big circle of lawn chairs a few 
beverages and a lot of camaraderie ï good 
laughs for all. 
 
Please mark your calendars:  SAFE BOATING 
WEEK ï May 22 ï 28, 2010.  Our VSC Team 
will be doing the inspections at Marina Del Ray 
on Saturday, May 22 and weôll have a ñFlare offò 
on May 23 at the Madisonville Launch Site south 
of Madisonville at the mouth of the Tchefuncte 
River.  Come on out and support these great 
activities.  More info to follow. 
 

Take a moment to look at our web site:  
www.lpsps.org.  It has some good NEW, 
informative information!  The Cajun Country 
trip planned foré go to the front page of the 
web site!  Bus trip.  Seven couples have already 
signed up!  This should really be a hoot! 
 
Good boating, 
George Trousdale 
Exec. Officer 
.  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
Lt/C  Bob Albers, AP 
 

    Our March meeting was very well attended.  
All who were there said 
they enjoyed the CASA 
presentation by Ms. 
Walcott.  One or two of us 
have decided to seek more 
in depth information 
concerning CASA 
education & training.   

 
Our ñRag Topò rendezvous was a mixed 
success.  I want to thank Fred & Laura Beverly 
and Jeff & Chris Williams for their efforts in 
bringing their vessels to the Mandeville wall.  We 
gathered at the wall on Saturday, but the wind 
was just too strong for a bunch of people 
unaccustomed to the sail to feel safe and 
comfortable on the water.  Our sailing Captains 
wisely stayed at the dock.  Safety afloat 
sometimes requires staying ashore.  There were 
no complaints concerning the decision to remain 
tied-up.  Weôll have to try it again with better 
weather.  Perhaps weôll try an evening dinner 
cruise. 
 
April showers bring May flowers?  Maybe so but 
they also bring crayfish and time to start 
planning that vacation.  For our April meeting 
program we will have a presentation on 
lighthouse B&Bs presented by Ms. Gene 
Couglar.  You may remember her from the 
Christmas meeting.  She was the guest of John 
& Ann Gniady and she mentioned briefly that 
she had stayed at several lighthouses.  Now she 
will tell us all how we can have a similar 
adventure.  The meeting will feature a ñpotluckò 
dinner.  When you provide an original 
production, please prepare a few recipe cards 
for those who might be interested in how you 
made that delicious fare.  Unless you are 
contacted by Norma Roberts for something else, 

http://www.lpsps.org/
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please prepare either an entrée or vegetable 
dish.  Norma will try to rotate the desserts and 
salads among the membership.   
 
Oh, did I say something about crayfish?  Yes I 
did.  Once again, Doug & Elaine Gardner have 
graciously agreed to host our annual Crayfish 
Boil.  It will be held at their home at 109 Mabel 
Dr. in Madisonville on Saturday, April 24th 
beginning about 11:00AM.  They donôt have 
enough dock space to accommodate all of our 
boats, but the Madisonville wall can be used and 
you could either walk or dinghy to the 
Gardenerôs house.  Now rumor has it that some 
people donôt like crayfish.  I donôt mind that.  It 
just means that there is that much more for me.  
Well, alright, weôll have some shrimp also for 
those who donôt like the mud bugs.  Just so I can 
order enough food to go around, please RSVP 
by April 17

th
 to april@lpsps.org by clicking on 

that link & sending me an e-mail.  Let me know 
how many people in your party want crayfish, 
how many want shrimp.  Iôm guessing that 3 lbs 
per person would be about right on the crayfish 
and 1.5 lbs on the shrimp (both include corn-on-
the-cob & new potatoes) so that would cost 
$16.00 per person using current prices.  We 
may also throw in a little boiled sausage too.  As 
always, you should bring your own beverages, 
chairs and hats.  See ya there!! 
 
Two of the many gastronomic delights we 
experience here in southern Louisiana are 
gumbo and Jambalaya.  Now for the serious 
part. Should we have a Jambalaya contest?  A 
gumbo contest?  Should they be combined with 
our Chili Cook-off or be separate events?  Let 
me know your thoughts by clicking on this link 
which will send me an email. 
 
I stumbled upon something and need to test it 
out.  Did you know that a laptop computer can 
be used as a GPS with a large screen, and in 
color too?  All it takes is a DeLorme LT40 GPS 
device which can be obtained on e-bay for less 
than $50.00.  All the navigation charts from 
NOAA are available on line for free 
(http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/Raster/
index.htm) and a software package called 
SeaClear (http://www.sping.com/seaclear/) is 
available from the web also for free.  
Supposedly the SeaClear program is as good as 
Mapquestôs Ocean NavigatorÈ.  Before I can 
give this system my wholehearted support, it 
needs to be tested on a voyage that at least 
covers 2 adjacent NOAA charts.  Anyone going 

to Biloxi or beyond and would like to be part of 
the experiment? Let me know. 

 
EDUCATION REPORT  

Lt/C Nick Chronis, JN  
 

 At last é weôre into spring-like weather and 
none too soon for those 
of us anxious to get out 
on the water to enjoy 
boating. The winter of 
2009 ï 2010 was one of 
the coldest and longest in 
recent memory and, truly, 
we are glad itôs finally 

over!  
 
Wisely, many of us have been preparing for the 
forthcoming boating season by: 

¶ completing scheduled maintenance 

¶ implementing preventive maintenance 

¶ developing cruise plans, and 

¶ attending classes to enhance our 
boating skills 

 
Speaking of education, our Seamanship (ñSò) 
course is well beyond the half-way point and the 
members of the class are doing a fine job. By 
the time you read this, (and weather permitting) 
we will have entered the on-theïwater segments 
of the course where we put to use our newly 
learned skills in a series of on-board practical 
exercises. Weôve had a great time gaining the 
course knowledge and an even better time 
interacting with each other as we acquire and/or 
reinforce our boating knowledge, skills and 
abilities. 
 
Hopefully, many of those who are participating in 
the ñSò class will enroll in the Piloting Course 
(ñPò). We hope to present Piloting later this year 
on a schedule thatôs convenient for the greatest 
number of participants. 
 
In that regard and to gather other information 
about member preferences on continuing 
education, our squadron commander has 
dispatched a short survey by e-mail. The survey 
can be taken on-line or in hard copy. Likewise, 
the survey can be returned either electronically 
or by snail mail. If you havenôt submitted your 
preferences, please do it soon. We need your 
input to make solid decisions that support a 
sound and member-friendly education program. 
 

mailto:april@lpsps.org?subject=Crayfish%20boil
mailto:gumbo@lpsps.org?subject=my%20opinion
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/Raster/index.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/Raster/index.htm
http://www.sping.com/seaclear/
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Itôs appropriate that you be informed about the 
squadronôs intent to review the fee schedule for 
the various Advanced Grade and Elective 
courses we offer as part of our Continuing 
Education Program. We are addressing this in a 
deliberate approach to ensure that the needs of 
our members are served while at the same time 
making sure that we cover all of the costs 
associated with providing high quality 
instruction. Weôll keep you posted on how our 
review of course fees progresses. 
 
Please donôt forget that we are planning to offer 
the Americaôs Boating Course (ñABCò) on May 1 
and June 5 é and that we would welcome any 
assistance members may care to offer for these 
important public boating instructional events. 
Likewise, we would welcome those of you who 
would like to assist as we provide instruction for 
elementary school field trips to the Madisonville 
Maritime Museum. This month, we will have 
sessions on April 13, 23, 29 and 30. Cômon out 
é itôs lots of fun. If youôd like to volunteer, 
please call me at (985) 674-2687. 
  

TREASURERõS REPORT 
Lt/C John Winters 

 
 Time is in short supply presently, so Iôll have to 

be brief, even briefer than I 
have been. 
  
We have only operated for 
a couple of months and 
therefore very little to report 
financially.  We are running 
slightly behind our revenues 
but Iôm told dues donôt 
begin to arrive until April, 

May and June.  Likewise, we havenôt spent 
much either. 
  
So as to be accountable to you, I would ask that 
you see me at our meeting.  I personally feel 
that time is stretched at the meeting already to 
have someone read a line by line treasurersô 
report.  If I feel there are any significant items 
you would need to know, I will certainly advise.  I 
will have detailed balance sheet and income 
statements available, for those that are 
interested.  I believe that each interested 
member has the obligation to ask questions just 
as I have the obligation to answer.  I am always 
available to you. 
 
See you on the water.

 FROM THE SECRETARY 
 Lt/C Judy Warnke 
 
As some of you may know, Commander Bell has 

initiated additional 
rendezvousô for the ladies 
of the Lake Pontchartrain 
Sail and Power 
Squadron. Not only will 
we be able to enjoy 
boating on weekends, we 
can also participate in fun 
activities on shore. 
 
The first outing was 

March 26 to the New Orleans Museum of Art to 
see the exhibit ñArt in Bloomò. These were works 
of art interpreted in flowers by various Garden 
Club members throughout the New Orleans 
area. 
 
Our next outing will be April 22, to Houmas 
House Plantation & Gardens in Darrow, 
Louisiana. The cost is $20 for the tour of the 
mansion and gardens. We will lunch at Café 
Burnside located on the Plantation grounds. 
They serve sandwiches, salads, & main course 
entrees. Cost for lunch will depend on selection. 
Price range for lunch is $9 to $25. We will meet 
in the Target parking lot behind Wendyôs on 
Hwy. 21 to carpool. We will all pay our driver $5 
each. If you would like to participate, please 
contact me at 630/899-1459 or Commander 
Bell, 985/809-9805. 
 
Information on other future outings can be found 
on the Squadron Website, www.lpsps.org 
 
Look forward to seeing everyone at the next 
General Membership meeting and future 
rendezvousô and outings. 
 
 

April Birthdays  
 
Please wish our April ñbabiesò a very 
Happy Birthday! 
 
Ellis Brown  01 
Robert Boettner  04 
Stephen Bloomer 07 
Don Roman  21 
John Hull  28 
Christine Williams 29 
 

http://www.lpsps.org/
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
CHAIRMAN REPORT  

Helen Trousdale 

 

Spring is here and so are new members.   
Please welcome these new 
members: 

 John, Ann, and Noel Gniady from 
Lacombe, La. 

Byron and Melissa Burkhardt from 
Madisonville, La.      

Howard  Kiser from Collins, Ms. 

Billy Montgomery from Hattiesburg, Ms. 

Walter and Margaret Anne Legett from 
Baton Rouge,La.  

Our squadron has lot to offer.  This includes 
educational classes on boating, ladies monthly 
outings doing ñlandò outings, boating rendezvous 
and monthly meetings with a program. 

 See you at the next General meeting April 8
th
. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seamanship-session 7 
April 3, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum  

 
General Membership Meeting 
April 08, 2010 
6:00PM Social 
7:00PM Dinner 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

òBring a dish to pass & BYOBó 
 
D-15 Spring Conference-see pg.8 
April 9-11, 2010 
Baton Rouge, LA 
 

Seamanship-session 8 
April 10, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

Seamanship-final exam 
April 17, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

RSVP-deadline for Crawfish boil 
April 17, 2010 to Bob Albers 
april@lpsps.org 
 

Houmas House Plantation &Gardens 
April 22, 2010 
RSVP-Judy Warnke 630-899-1459 or 
Carol Bell 985-809-9805 
 

Crawfish Boil 
April 24, 2010 
11:00AM- 
Doug and Elaine Gardner  
109 Mable Drive 
Madisonville, LA. 
 

òBYOBó, chairs and hats. 
 
General Membership Meeting 
May 13, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:april@lpsps.org
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Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2010 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Carol Bell, S   985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C Bob Albers, AP 985-727-4665 
rcalbers@bellsouth.net 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Nick Chronis, JN 985-674-2687 
nicholaschronis@bellsouth.net 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011 
jwinterscp@aol.com 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Judy Warnke 985-633-1626 
Judy.warnke@yahoo.cpm 

 
 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 
Bob Owens, SN 

P/C Doug Brooks, JN 
 
 

Newsletter editor 
 

Lt Christine Williams, P 
985-624-3813 

sailont@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org

mailto:jbcbbell@bellsouth.net
mailto:rcalbers@bellsouth.net
mailto:nicholaschronis@bellsouth.net
mailto:jwinterscp@aol.com
mailto:Judy.warnke@yahoo.cpm
mailto:sailont@aol.com
http://www.lpsps.org/
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Rag Top Rendezvous 
 

 
Sunset over Lake Pontchartrain 
 

 
One of our ñRag Topò hosts 
Laura and Fred Beverly 
 

 
Doris Brooks, Helen Trousdale, Norma 
Roberts, Chris Williams 
 

 
ñStill Dreaminôò John and Carol Bell 

 

 

 
ñErinò òFred and Laura Beverlyôs boat 
 

 
               ñIn Excessò Jeff and Chris Williamsô boat 
 
 

 
ñStill Dreaminò has left the wall 

 
 

 
Jeff Williams, Walter Mlynarski (Dad), John 
Bell 
 


