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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER  
              Cdr. Carol Bell, S 
 
Greetings to All My Fellow Boaters! 

 
Wow! Can you believe 
how fast this cold rainy 
winter has flown by? The 
Saints, Christmas, The 
Saints, New Yearôs, The 
Saints, SuperBowl, The 
Saints VICTORY        
PARADE, the COW and 
Mardi Gras, with 

Valentineôs Day thrown in for good measure. I 
donôt know about anyone else but I feel like Iôve 
been on a whirlwind ride at a carnival whose 
stop switch was broken. But, not to worry, in 
between all that excitement I have been getting 
prepared for the upcoming year for the 
Squadron, and things are coming along very 
nicely. 
 
We start the Education year off with our SEO, 
Nick Chronis along with his team, teaching a 
Seamanship class with 14 students.  I am 
extremely proud of all you ladies who stepped 
up to take the course both for your own 
knowledge and to support our Education 
department. Nick is going to incorporate some 
on the water training (weather permitting) with 
this class. In conjunction with this class we will 
be having some of our ladyôs sessions; the 
Knotty Tea party and our Hooker party (use of a 
boat hook). A schedule will follow shortly. 
. 
Also in the works is a hands-on course for our 
LPSPS ladies for actual training on the water. 
This will help reinforce what was taught in 
Seamanship, and even if you were unable to 
attend the class it will be a great opportunity to 
learn. You will learn to drive a boat and get 
experience docking and ñundockingò. No 
husbands will be allowed, so this will be an 
excellent time to learn without any added stress. 
Captain John Bell has agreed to allow our boat 

Still Dreaminô to be used as one of the practice 
boats. It will be captained by Don Weiss whose 
boating qualifications could fill many pages. I am 
really looking forward to this myself. John is very 
good about letting me drive our boat and trying 
to explain things but sometimes you learn better 
from someone youôre not related to. More to 
come when the details get finalized. 
 
Boating season will start to get ramped up now 
that Mardi Gras is over and the weather has a 
promise of warming up. It feels as if we havenôt 
been on our boat in a long time. Now would be a 
good time to take a look at your boat and see 
what needs to be done before the warm weather 
really arrives. Our boats have been sitting there 
not being used, whether you trailer or moor it. 
After all the rain weôve had, perhaps you should 
check to make sure everything is dry inside. 
Have you run your engines, the generator, 
checked the fluid levels, water in the batteries or 
scheduled an appointment with your mechanic 
to do a Spring tune up? (For those who donôt 
have the time to do it ourselves). Have you 
scheduled a Vessel safety check yet? Also now 
would be a good time to check your first aid kits 
for expired products and refresh where 
necessary. Clean out the galley and get rid of 
stale food and check expiration dates on canned 
products. You never know when an impromptu 
rendezvous will happen if a warm, sunny day 
pops up, so get ready. 
 
We have a new Bridge and all the Officers have 
lots of committees to fill. This is your chance to 
step up and help out. Some of the positions 
available do not require a lot of time but would 
relieve some responsibility from a Bridge officer. 
We will have a list at our next general 
membership meeting of all the opportunities 
available. Please look at it carefully and pick 
something that you would be interested in. It 
always seems that the same people do all the 
jobs! You enjoy the Squadron; you come to 
meetings and rendezvousô and enjoy getting 
together with your fellow Squadron members, 
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 so why not help them out a bit? You really donôt 
want me to volunteer you for a job, do you?  Ask 
around I am very persuasive!! It takes many 
hands to make a village. This is your Squadron 
and you should come on out and help make it 
successful! Call any Bridge Officer and they will 
be happy to let you know how you can help. All 
their phone numbers and email addresses are 
listed at the end of the Newsletter each month. 
   
Our National Conference was just held in 
Orlando last month and some changes to a few 
of the Bylaws were made. I am awaiting the final 
details and as soon as I receive them I will pass 
them on to you. We all need to stay current with 
what is happening at our National level as it 
affects our Squadron. Past District Commander 
Glen Roy and his wife Peggy attended that 
meeting and were going to give us a report at 
our February meeting. However, due to potential 
weather issues that meeting was cancelled. 
Hopefully we will be able to get this report at our 
March 11

th
 general membership meeting. 

 
I am working on my marketing initiative and will 
hopefully have a meeting soon to get things 
underway. If you have any marketing experience 
or any ideas, I would welcome the input! 
I look forward to seeing everyone at our next 
general membership meeting on March11th. 
 
Safe Boating to all! 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
Lt/C George Trousdale, S 
 

 Too bad that the Membership Meeting for 
February was cancelled, 
but the decision was, 
rightfully so, based on your 
safety!  Good call even 
though the weather didnôt 
turn out as bad as 
predicted. 
 
Are you ready?  Boating 
season is here for some 

and right around the corner for all!  Check out 
the Vessel Safety Check ñbuttonò on the web 
site:  www.lpsps.org for our VSC inspectorsô 
names and the requirements needed in order to 
be awarded your VSC sticker!  This is one of the 
best benefits that power squadrons can offer.  
Without it, you just might have missed 
something that might save your life!  Check the 
web site and CALL NOW!  Someone will meet 

you at your boat on your schedule, and it only 
takes a few minutes. 
 
Commander Bell has great plans for our 
squadron.  She is announcing many activities as 
we speak.  You can find details in the 
newsletters.  Someone said, ñLead, follow or get 
out of the way!ò  Carol is leading.  Letôs support 
her in as many ways as we can!  Volunteer! Call 
her ï 985-809-0805.  Iôll bet she can find 
something for you to do! 
 
As for this writer, look for me on the water!  Talk 
About Good! will be doing some serious loafing 
on the Tchefuncte River and its environs this 
year.  If you see me, come on over and join the 
Bonne temps!   
 
Laissez les Bonne temps rouller en les bateau!  
(Let the good times roll on the boats!) 
 
George Trousdale 
Exec. Officer 
.  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
Lt/C  Bob Albers 
 

  Well, Mother Nature sure is fickle!  We were 
supposed to have snow on 
the night of our February 
meeting.  I was worried 
that those of you coming in 
from Hammond or Baton 
Rouge might not be able to 
get there or be stranded for 
a ñNight at the Museumò.  

Fear not!  Sweet Daddyôs is still able to provide 
the same food which we ordered for February at 
our March meeting (no not leftovers).  So, dinner 
for our March 11

th
 meeting will be catered.  We 

need to have a head count in order to provide 
enough food.  Please RSVP to 
march@lpsps.org telling how many will be in 
your party.  The cost will be $10.00 per person.  
If you canôt send an e-mail, you may call me at 
(985)727-4665.  We can also provide you with 
an e-mail account on the LPSPS website. 
 
Our speaker will be Ms. Dana Wolcott who will 
talk to us about the CASA program.  This is an 
additional avenue for squadron members to give 
back to the community.  Community service is 
one of the goals of USPS.  We may also have a 
seminar presented by our SEO if he can get it 
from HQ in time.   

http://www.lpsps.org/
mailto:march@lpsps.org
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As stated last month, we will have a sailing 
event for March.  All power boaters are cordially 
invited aboard one of our memberôs sailboats for 
an experience being pushed by wind instead of 
fuel.  If you have never had such an experience, 
or want to experience again come to our ñRAG 
TOP RENDEZVOUSò on March 13 at the 
MANDEVILLE wall.  We are using that location 
instead of Madisonville because it is a shorter 
distance to the open lake.  We will gather at 
12:30PM in the pavilion.  Bring water, a hat and 
your own PFD.  Picnic food may be brought 
aboard if you desire.  We will sail at about 
1:00PM.  It is possible that we will need to have 
a second shift on the water.  If that is so, those 
on the second sailing may socialize aboard one 
of our memberôs power boats.  Power boaters 
wanting to sail should RSVP to 
powerboat@lpsps.org telling how many people 
in your group.  Sailors wishing to host members 
aboard their vessels should RSVP to 
sailor@lpsps.org telling how many guests you 
can accommodate at one time.  Again, if you 
canôt send an e-mail, you can call me at 
(985)727-4665.  Please check the link on the 
website for any last minute changes. 
 
See you at the meeting and on the water. 
 

EDUCATION REPORT  
Lt/C Nick Chronis, JN  
 

In mid-February, our Squadronôs 2010 
Continuing Education 
Program got off to a great 
start when 14 students 
began the Seamanship 
Course. Seamanship 
(ñSò) is the first of the 
USPSôs five level, 
ñAdvanced Gradeò 

category of courses. This particular course 
constitutes an important ñfirstò for LPSPS 
because it will feature on-the-water learning 
experiences during a certain number of the class 
sessions. While we donôt expect these 
meaningful on board lessons to create instant 
experts, we are confident that the hands-on 
approach will provide desirable reinforcement for 
the concepts and lessons imparted in our 
classroom. We still have room for more students 
é so if anyone wants to do a late registration, 
thereôs still time for the instructor group to get 
you caught up with the rest of the students. 
Weôre having fun é come join us! 
 

To register for the course contact Nick Chronis 
(985) 674-2687 or Bob Albers (985) 727-4665. 
 
Several of our members continue to serve as 
volunteer instructors for grade school field trips 
at the Madisonville Maritime Museum. Our 
LPSPS instructors teach classes on Marlinspike 
and Water Safety. Currently, we are scheduled 
to teach sessions on the following dates: March 
10, April 13, 23, 29, and May 7. This fun and 
rewarding community service activity is provided 
by LPSPS and no extraordinary qualifications 
are required. If you would like to be a part of the 
Squadronôs teaching cadre for elementary 
school field trips, please contact me at (985) 
674-2687. The 3

rd
 and 4

th
 graders we teach truly 

are a hoot (kids really do say the darndest 
things) and the museum is very appreciative of 
our support. 
 
Now that Spring is fast approaching, we will be 
getting ready to present the Americaôs Boating 
Course (ñABCò). ñABCò is presented two or three 
times each year and we sure could use some 
help doing this important public service course. 
Please contact me or Bill Dietrich if you are 
interested in helping us present ñABCò. 
 
Now that our 2010 coursework has begun, it has 
been encouraging to have members contact me 
regarding continuing education courses. In the 
recent past weôve had expressions of interest in 
Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Engine Maintenance 
and Weather. We take this interest seriously and 
will endeavor to present as many courses as we 
can consistent, of course, with our available 
resources. Enhancing our course offerings 
entails many challenges not the least of which is 
ñbuildingò a cadre of capable and qualified 
instructors. Weôre working on that é and, with 
your continuing interest, involvement and 
support, we plan to make it happen. Stay tuned. 
 

  
 

mailto:powerboat@lpsps.org
mailto:sailor@lpsps.org
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TREASURERõS REPORT 
Lt/C John Winters 

 
Dear Members, Iôm writing from a different 

section of the newsletter.  
 As you should know, I have 
taken over as Treasurer 
from George Trousdale who 
has apparently gone from 
the frying pan to the fire, as 
he takes over the reign of 
Executive Officer.  I wish 
him and all my counterparts 
on the Bridge good luck in 

the coming year. 
 
As it relates to my Treasurer duties, George and 
I are trying to change over bank signatures 
which has really grown into a major ordeal.  So 
many papers to sign by so many people.  I did 
spend some time looking at our 2009 finances.   
Our dues cover our primary expenses of 
education, mailing, and internet.  We manage to 
keep our elective expenses of meetings, 
rendezvousô, and change of watch as close to 
breakeven as possible. 
 
We have experienced our first weather related 
cancellation of our February meeting, and 
hopefully it will be the last. Please plan on 
attending our March 11

th
 General Membership 

meeting.

 Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 

 
See you on the water, 
 
John 
 

March Birthdays  
 
Please wish our March ñbabiesò a very Happy 
Birthday! 
 
Doris Brooks  02 
Lynn Haase  05 
Allan McDonnel  09 
Karen McNabb  15 
Joel Champagne 16 
Mark Tupper  22 
Chad Williams  23 
Bob Albers  24 
Lu Terrebone  28 
Hal Bigelow  31 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seamanship-Session 3 
March 06, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

General Membership Meeting 
March 11, 2010 
6:00PM Social 
7:00PM Catered Dinner 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
RSVP a must to Bob Albers 985-727-4665 
Or email march@lpsps.org  
 

As always òBYOBó 
 

Seamanship-Session 4 
March 13, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

òRag Top Rendezvousó 
March 13, 2010 
12:30PM-meet at Mandeville wall 
RSVP to Bob Albers 985-727-4665 or  
Email to powerboat@lpsps.org if you want to 
sail or sailor@lpsps.org if you want to host 
 

Seamanship-Session 5 
March 20, 2010  
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

Seamanship-Session 6 
March 27, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

Seamanship-Session 7 
April 03, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

General Membership Meeting 
April 8, 2010 
 

D-15 Spring Conference 
April 9-11, 2010 
Baton Rouge, LA. 
 
 

  
 
 

mailto:march@lpsps.org
mailto:powerboat@lpsps.org
mailto:sailor@lpsps.org
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