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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER  
              Cdr. Carol Bell, S 
 
Greetings to All My Fellow Boaters! 

I would like to thank those 
of you who attended the 
LPSPS Change of Watch 
ceremony on Jan. 23

rd
 at 

The Courtyard by Marriott. 
Our very own Don Roman 
(along with his lovely bride 
Rebecca) got the 
festivities off to a fine start. 
He had everyone swinging 

and moving,ò anchor dancingò and virtually 
steering a single screw boat.  The Buffet style 
meal was excellent. The Bridge Officers and 
Executive Committee members were dismissed 
from their duties in fine style by our District 
Commander John Wilkes who also swore in the 
incoming Officers for 2010. Here is your Bridge 
for 2010: 
 
Commander      Carol Bell, S  
                                                           
Executive Officer    George Trousdale, S 
 
Administrative Officer     Bob Albers, AP   
 
Secretary      Judy Warnke 
 
Treasurer                         John Winters 
 
Education Officer            Nick Chronis, JN 
 
Various toasts were made and a fantastic time 
was had by all!  Dancing to the music by Vision 
followed.  Many thanks to the New Orleans 
Squadron for supporting us on this special night. 
 
Past Commander Doug Brooks has done an 
outstanding job for the last two years taking 
great care of our Squadron and was presented 
with a scrapbook made by Judy Warnke with 
photos taken during his term as Commander. In 
appreciation for a job well done he also received 

a Past Commanderôs flag and a Commanderôs 
flag framed together with a plaque. Thank you 
Doug for all your hard work! 
 
I am honored to be your new Commander and 
will work hard to keep the Squadron going in the 
direction that Past Commander Brooks has 
started. One of those areas is education. We are 
excited to have Nick Chronis as our Education 
Officer. He has a great schedule of Education 
Classes lined up and we need to help him by 
signing up and learning a thing or two.  
 
Another goal for the upcoming year is to help 
our First Mates gain more knowledge of boating 
in order to make boating more safe and 
pleasurable for everyone. We are going to do 
this in a fun and interactive way. To start, we will 
have a ñ Knotyò tea party where we will learn 
how to tie knots while having tea and crumpets. 
Next will be a ñHookerò party where we will learn 
to become proficient at using a boat hook. A 
ñChartyò party will follow and the basics of chart 
reading will be taught. A Ladies on the Water 
program will be scheduled to learn ñhands onò 
some of these basics. We will actually take a 
boat out on the water with an experienced 
Captain (one who is not related to us) and learn 
some basic boat maneuvers. This will get us 
started for now and we will add as we go. 
Whether we are crew on our own vessels or a 
guest on someone elseôs boat we should know 
proper boat handling skills. Between the 
Education Classes that Nick is offering and the 
ones I just mentioned we should become more 
experienced boaters. Come on out and get 
involved!  
 
LPSPS has never had a Ladiesô Auxiliary and 
we will not be forming one formally but I would 
like to have a function once a month whether itôs 
to go to the theater, museums, garden shows, 
shopping or any other activities that anyone 
would like to do. The gents will also be 
expanding their activities to include the shooting 
range, golf etc. I look at the declining numbers of 
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all the Squadrons Nationally while clubs such as 
Newcomers continue to grow. I believe that this 
is because of the variety of activities that they 
have to choose from. We would like to be able to 
offer something for everyone.  
If one spouse is hesitant to join the Squadron 
because they really arenôt into boating so much 
and the other really wants to, we can say that 
we have all these other things happening. In 
other words, letôs diversify. 
 
Lastly I have spoken with Dr. John Crain from 
Southeastern University about helping us put 
together a marketing program for the Squadron. 
He will be directing me to the person who 
oversees the marketing classes. The goal is to 
have the students in these programs assist us 
with a plan to get more positive publicity for the 
Squadron. It never ceases to amaze me when I 
constantly have to explain what we do because 
it seems a vast number of people havenôt a clue 
what LPSPS is and the great things that we do 
for our Community. No, we are not the Coast 
Guard, we do not work for the Post Office and 
no we are not UPS. This Squadron works hard 
and deserves recognition for all the civic duties 
we perform. I know that National has marketing 
tools available but we are different in this area 
just based on climate alone not to mention 
culture. Our plan needs to be geared to us. 
Whatever makes us more successful can only 
spill over for the National organization and have 
a positive effect for us all. I invite our 
neighboring Squadrons from Baton Rouge and 
New Orleans to participate in this. Letôs get 
going and get recognized! 
 
I am looking forward to being your Commander 
and welcome your ideas, thoughts and 
participation in any or all of the above ideas. We 
can only be successful if we all pull together and 
work as a team. I have a great Bridge and look 
forward to working with them!  There are still 
positions to be filled yet and I urge you to 
contact any Bridge member to sign up to help. 
Letôs keep the momentum going! 
 

Safe Boating to all!   
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 
 

The Change of Watch (COW) held on January 
23

rd
, was a hoot!  

Commander Carol 
whipped up a great event 
with Don Roman really 
getting the crowd going 
with his crowd-participating 
boating control class and 
the now famous Anchor 
Dance!  Food was very 

good and camaraderie was even better.  Old 
ñhas beenò Doug was most eloquent and full of 
gratitude before he ñéjust faded awayéò! 
 
Talk about hitting the ground running!  
Commander Carol somehow got the Saints to 
go to the Super Bowl and is getting a marketing 
plan for LPSPS and that isnôt all!  I truly believe 
that she will do a great job!  Be prepared to help!  
I just donôt know exactly how she got the 
Saintséoh, never mind. 
 
Rightfully so, Bob Albers got many kudos for his 
work on the LPSPS web site.  It really has come 
along and we will use it even more for our 
activities this year. To access the web site go to 
www.LPSPS.org . The Commander is 
responsible for any input for the web site, so 
write up an interesting article for it!  FYI, our web 
site averages about 100 ñhitsò a month! 
 
One of the very important jobs is the Vessel 
Safety Check Committee chaired by Bob Albers.  
Last year, the VSCôs increased greatly and I 
know the team will continue to thrive!  VSCôs are 
a great way to increase awareness of safety and 
getting LPSPSô name out there. 
 
After serving as your Treasurer for 3 years, I 
thought I might get a rest. Not to be.  I agreed to 
serve as Executive Officer for one year and Iôm 
really looking forward to doing it!  Weôll be calling 
on YOU to help with the various activities.  I 
know that you-all will respond! 
 
On another very important note is some new 
Legislation that was passed in Louisiana. I think 
it was touched on in a prior newsletter, but I 
think it is important to remind everyone again.  

http://www.lpsps.org/
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From Southern Boating January 2010 issue. 

New regulations in Louisiana 

Winter months are a good time to take a boating 
safety class in advance of next summerôs 
requirement that all boat operators born after 
January 1, 1984 pass a boating safety class 
approved by the National Association of State 
Boating Law Administrators. See a list of 
approved courses at 
wlf.louisiana.gov/boating/courses. 

Those of you who winter in Louisiana need to be 
aware of a law that took effect after your last 
visit. Every person 16 years or younger on board 
a motorboat or vessel less than 26 feet LOA 
shall wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket 
while the vessel is underway. The regulation 
became effective August 15, 2009. This law 
previously applied to kids 12 and under. 

 Now is a good time to take a boating safety 
class in advance of next summerôs requirement 
that all boat operators born after January 1, 
1984 pass a boating safety class approved by 
the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators. A list of approved courses is at 
wlf.louisiana.gov/boating/courses. 

Many thanks and good boating, 

George Trousdale, XO 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
Lt/C  Bob Albers 
 

 Thank you for electing me your Administrative 
Officer for 2010.  I greatly 
appreciate the confidence 
you have shown selecting 
me for this position in our 
Squadron.  This year I 
would like to try a few 
different things.  First, 
Norma Roberts has 

consented to be the Assistant Admin Officer.  
She will be helping with the meeting 
arrangements as well as setting up the various 
rendezvous. 
 
 
 
 

I also need to explain a few things about myself.  
Although I chased my pay check around the 
world, I am a native New Orleanian.  Like most 
people from this area I donôt just eat, I dine.  I 
also do some cooking.  One of the most 
enjoyable parts of my travels was the enormous 
variety of native foods I was able to experience.  
From the hearty soups of The Netherlands to the 
highly spiced foods of Thailand, I really enjoyed 
my travels.  As such, I would like to propose that 
our pot luck dinners have some kind of seasonal 
theme.  I also realize that some may not share 
my love of exotic dishes so we should also have 
some familiar dishes.  To this end, when we 
have a ñpot luckò and you decide what you 
would like to bring, call or email Norma and tell 
her.  She will serve to coordinate the offerings.  
We canôt have everyone bring dissert and no 
entrée.  For our February meeting, we will have 
a catered event with a Mardi Gras / Valentine 
theme.  Our speaker will be Dr. Crain from SLU.   
Please use the time between now and Mardi 
Gras to tell me what you think of my idea to 
ñorganizeò the pot-luck. mailto:bob@lpsps.org 
 
Due to Mardi Gras, I am not scheduling a 
rendezvous in February.  Letôs enjoy the 
parades in Slidell, Madisonville, Mandeville and 
on the Tickfaw.  Oh, yeah!  I hear there is going 
to be an interesting football game somewhere to 
the southeast of us.  Hopefully it will be a repeat 
of the Breesey weather we had in the Dome. 
 
In keeping with our community service objective 
in the Squadron, our March guest will be Ms. 
Dana Wolcott.  She will tell us all about the St. 
Tammany Parish CASA program.  By the way, I 
have recently become a CASA.  Please donôt 
think I mean a Spanish house, but Iôll let Dana 
tell you all about it. 
 
Iôm looking to hear from all of you as to where 
you think we should have rendezvous.  I had 
thought of trying our hand at a sailing event in 
March.  I remember that as a kid, we used to all 
build kites and fly them in March as it is usually 
a windy time.  It is also good for sailing on the 
Lake.  I have been told that we donôt have 
enough ñrag toppersò to pull it off.  I think I know 
of 3, but that shouldnôt stop us from having a 
Sail in the Lake anyway.  The idea would be for 
the sailors to take on some guests from the 
Squadron and introduce us to the world without 
fuel.  Please e-mail me at bob@lpsps.org. 

 
 

mailto:bob@lpsps.org
mailto:bob@lpsps.org
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EDUCATION REPORT  
Lt/C Nic k Chronis, JN 

 
.ñSEAMANSHIPò COURSE SCHEDULED 

 
As described in previous newsletters, LPSPS 

kicks-off its 2010 
Continuing Education 
Program by presenting 
the Seamanship Course. 
The course will be taught 
on Saturday mornings 
from 0900 to 1100 at the 
Madisonville Maritime 
Museum starting on 

February 20 and concluding on April 17. 
 
Seamanship [ñSò], the first of the USPSôs five 
Advanced Grade category of courses has been 
announced by e-mail, in our squadron 
Newsletter, on our Web Site, and, of course, by 
word-of-mouth. Unlike the USPSôs Elective 
courses that do not have prerequisites, 
ñAdvanced Gradeò courses are designed to be 
taken in a progressive sequence 
 (i.e. Seamanship [S], Piloting [P], Advanced 
Piloting [AP], Junior Navigation [JN], and 
Navigation [N]). 
 
 ñSò is a recently revised course; it focuses on 
safety, boat handling, rules of the road and 
marlinspike. The student material is published in 
eight (8) well-organized chapters that make it 
easy for students to stay abreast of the 
instruction ... even if they are forced to miss 
some of the classes. This USPS course also has 
been developed to include a series of Power 
Point Slides for each chapter and each student 
packet contains a CD with each chapterôs 
PowerPoint slides.  
 
Per agreement with LPSPS leadership, we 
intend to make this course not just a classroom 
experience, but an enjoyable, hands-on practical 
learning opportunity as well. The practical 
portion of the course will be accomplished 
toward the end of the course in optional 
sessions that will be conducted aboard various 
vessels provided by LPSPS members for this 
purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 

Four of our squadronôs instructors have been 
teamed-up to present the instruction. These four 
experienced boaters (John Bell, Doug Brooks, 
Nick Chronis, and Bill Dietrich) will focus on 
making the course a meaningful and fun 
learning experience. Instruction will be paced to 
ensure students have ample opportunity to both 
understand and practice the fundamental skills 
of seamanship. 
 
To facilitate ordering course materials and 
organizing the teaching sessions, we are asking 
students to register early. Please note that there 
are no prerequisites for this course. The student 
packets are $35.00 each and will be issued the 
first day of class. To register for the course 
contact Nick Chronis (985) 674-2687 or Bob 
Albers (985) 727-4665. 
 

LOOKING FORWARD 
 

Some LPSPS members have expressed an 
interest in taking the Engine Maintenance [ñEMò] 
course. EM is one of the USPS elective courses; 
there are no prerequisites. If you have an 
interest in signing up for (or teaching) this 
course, please contact me at (985) 674-2687. 
 
 
Weôre excited about getting started with this 
yearôs program of instruction and we hope to 
make great learning experiences available to 
everyone in 2010.  Your support will be needed; 
please plan to get involved.  
 

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY  

 

   .  February Birthdays  
 

Please wish our February ñbabiesò a very 
Happy Birthday! 
 
Adrian Diel  03 
George Janssen 08 
Rechel Lasala  13 
Robert Tufts  14 
Michael Norman 23    
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Upcoming Events 
 

General Membership Meeting 
February 11, 2010 
6:00PM Social 
7:00PM Catered Dinner 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

As always òBYOBó 
 
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY!  
February 14, 2010 
 

H APPY MARDI GRAS!! 
February 16, 2010 
 

Seamanship-Session 1 
February 20, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
Call Nick Chronis 985-674-2687 or 
Bob Albers 985-727-4665 for details 
 

Seamanship-Session 2 
February 27, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

Seamanship-Session 3 
March 6, 2010 
9:00AM-11:00AM 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
 

General Membership Meeting 
March 11, 2010 
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
More details next newsletter 
 

 
   
 

 

 

 

H APPY MARDI GRAS!! 
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Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 

2010 Bridge Officers 
 

Commander 
Cdr. Carol Bell, S   985-809-9805 

jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 
 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 

gtrousdale@att.net 
 

Administration Officer 
Lt/C Bob Albert AP 985-727-4665 

rcalbers@bellsouth.net 
 

Education Officer 
Lt/C Nick Chronis, JN 985-674-2687 

nicholaschronis@bellsouth.net 
 

Treasurer 
Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011 

jwinterscp@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
Lt/C Judy Warnke 985-633-1626 

Judy.warnke@yahoo.cpm 
 
 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 
Bob Owens, SN 
Doug Brooks, JN 

 
 

Newsletter editor 
 

Lt Christine Williams, P 
985-624-3813 

sailont@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 

 
 

mailto:jbcbbell@bellsouth.net
mailto:rcalbers@bellsouth.net
mailto:nicholaschronis@bellsouth.net
mailto:jwinterscp@aol.com
mailto:Judy.warnke@yahoo.cpm
mailto:sailont@aol.com
http://www.lpsps.org/
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Some photos from the Change of Watch  
January 23, 2010. 
 

 
Our esteemed Master of Ceremonies 
Don Roman, Rebecca Roman, Carol & John Bell 

D/C John Wilkes and (almost) P/C Doug Brooks 
 

Swearing in of Commander Carol Bell 
 

 
 

Certificates of Appreciation presented to  
Jeff Williams, Chris Williams, Norma Roberts 
Bill Dietrich and Helen Trousdale 

Commander Carol with the Executive Committee 
Bill Dietrich, John Bell, Bob Christian, P/C Doug   

P/C Doug presented with his flags by Cmdr.Carol 
 
 


