FROM THE COMMANDER
Cdr. Douglas A. Brooks, JN

Happy New Year! | hope Santa was good to
Br T you.

Two years have passed
since | became Commander
of the Lake Pontchartrain
Sail and Power Squadron. |
want to take this opportunity
to thank all of our members

= and particularly the Bridge
members. Our squadron successes have been
because of all of you. For the first time last year,
LPSPS won the prestigious Civic Award for
District 15. This award is a great achievement
for us, because it really signifies what our
Squadron is about--Safe Boating through
education and working with the community to
provide education to non members. Of course,
our squadron does much more than that with the
support we provide to the Maritime Museum's
Wooden Boat Festival, the New Orleans Boat
Show and by providing free Vessel Safety
Checks to everyone. We even won a District 15
award for having the most members at the 2009
Fall Conference held in Mobile, AL. All of this
shows our members how hard the Bridge is
working to make our Squadron the best. This
year the entire bridge took Operational Training
which teaches how a squadron should operate.
This is an important class and everyone would
benefit from taking it

All of this makes for a great Squadron, but the
best part is all the fun we have. Just come to a
general meeting, rendezvous, liars club meeting,
cookbook meeting, or chili cook off and you will
see what | mean. If you were at the last general
meeting, you found out about Dirty Santa played
by Lynn Haase and his little helper elf Carol Bell.
The grinches stole the show, but everyone had a
great time and a free meal. It was one of our
largest gatherings.
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UNDER THE BRIDGE
LATEST NEWS AND EVENTS

George Trousdale, our Treasurer said the dinner
tab will be the last check written because, as a
cost saving measure, he eliminated buying any
more checks. (He is frugal, his poor wife Helen.)

We really have a fine organization. Yes,
sometimes it takes a little extra effort, but the
rewards are great. If you have not been around
lately, you are missing out on some good times.
Make attending LPSPS functions one of your
New Year’s resolutions.

In a few weeks it will be time for the Change of
Watch (Jan.23). Please make every effort to
attend and support Carol Bell, our new
Commander, and her Bridge. Even with all the
successes we had this last year, there is a lot of
work to do and everyone’s support is needed.
We have accomplished much and | am proud of
that.

What a pleasure and honor it was for me to be
your Commander and | want to thank you again
for your support over the last two years. If you
ever get the chance to be on the Bridge---TAKE
IT. You will be surprised at the fun you will have.

Voting for the 2010 Bridge took place at the
December 10" General Membership meeting.
The results were as follows:

Commander Carol Bell, S
Executive Officer George Trousdale, S
Administrative Officer Bob Albers, AP
Secretary Judy Warnke
Treasurer John Winters
Education Officer Nick Chronis, JN

Asst. Ed. Officer Bill Dietrich, JN



Executive Committee
Bob Christian, P

John Bell, AP

Doug Brooks, JN

Bob Owens, SN

Rules Committee

Lynn Haase, P 1 year
Joyce Tracey, SN 2 years
Norma Roberts 3 years

Auditing Committee

Mark Tupper, S 1 year
Paul Warnke 2 years
Mike Chiasson 3 years

Nominating Committee

John Bell, AP 1 year
Bill Dietrich, JN 2 years
Doug Brooks, JN 3 years

Newsletter Editor
Christine Williams, P

Budget and Finance Committee

Glen Roy, AP 1 year
Judy Warnke 2 years
Joyce Tracy, SN 3 years

Membership Committee
Helen Trousdale, S Chair
Doris Brooks

Rebecca Christian

Norma Roberts

Judy Warnke

Congratulations to the incoming Bridge, and
hope to see you at the Change of Watch!

Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Lt/C Carol Bell, S

Greetings to my fellow boaters.

It hardly seems possible but
the end of the year is now
upon us! All the hurrying and
scurrying and getting ready
for the jolly ole’ guy.
Somehow it all seems to get
done in the end. Being
together with family and
friends makes it all
worthwhile. As | was relaxing
for a moment the other night, 1 was thinking
about some of my favorite things at Christmas
time: family and friends (all year long, not just at
Christmas), twinkling Christmas lights, the warm
glow of candles in the windows (even though |
have to put them up myself), my Christmas
village display and watching my husband get
excited to see it all set up, See’s candies and
hiding them from you know who so | can eat
them all myself, the smell of dinner cooking on
Christmas day, the joy of the season, the music,
the elaborate displays of lights that people put
up, decorating for Christmas, finding gifts that
you think are perfect, being Santa’s “little” elf
and the list could go on. What are your fondest
memories at this time of year and some of your
favorite things? Take some time to reflect.

On a different note, with all the rain that we have
had this winter, have you checked your boat
lately to see if it is leak proof? Itis a great time
to check. If any water has come inside you do
not want it sitting there damaging wood, furniture
and carpets. | found an unexpected surprise
when | popped into our boat to pick something
up. We had a leak in our aft cabin and the
bedding and mattress were wet in one section. |
was not a happy camper as | was the one who
had to deal with it. We are now going to give the
boat a good once over to try to find the cause
but we all know with a boat you never know
where it is coming from.



Our Change of Watch will be held on Saturday,
January 23, 2010 at the Courtyard by Marriott
located at 101 North Park Blvd in Covington.
Social will start at 6pm and dinner at 7pm. Cost
is $40.00 per person for a menu of Smothered
Country Chicken (which | can say is delicious)
beef tenderloins, mashed potatoes, mixed
vegetables, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee. A cash
bar will be available. We will be having new
entertainment this year with music and dancing.
Our very own Don Roman will be our Master of
Ceremonies. You just never know what might be
in store for you when Don is in charge! We
would love to see you all there!

Please keep those who are going through
difficult times in your thoughts and prayers
especially at this time of year. If you think
someone needs cheering up, don’t hesitate to
do something nice, it could make all the
difference to that person. As merry as the
season can be, it can also be overwhelming to
others.

On a final note, John and | would like to take this
opportunity to say a very big THANK YOU to
each and every one of you for your support,
encouragement and prayers this past year. We
couldn’t have made it through without all your
help! We feel very blessed to be surrounded by
such thoughtful, caring friends!

Happy New Year!

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Lt/C John Winters

We have had an enjoyable few weeks in the
Squadron. November's
"Chili Cook Off" was well
attended by members
including a few from the
Classic Boat Club. We
were all treated to five
talented competitors’ chili
recipes with Doris Brooks
taking top honors. Doug
Brooks, George Trousdale
and John Bell had their
boats on the Wall for the cook off which provided
a comfortable venue as the weather, like the
LSU football game, deteriorated.

The Christmas meeting held at the Maritime
Museum on December 10th was very well
attended with over 50 members and guests.
Dirty Santa was fun with Jeff Williams coming
away with the coveted prize of the night (a
stuffed Santa baby in a tub kicking and
laughing). Carol Bell, and I'm sure John, can be
thanked for all of the fun, food and festivities.

A few months ago, | surveyed a few of the
members regarding a charter trip to the British
Virgin Islands. Since that time, George and
Helen Trousdale, and Art and Norma Roberts
have signed on. We have a 47 foot power cat
beginning May 1st, for seven days. If any of you
are interested in putting together another boat,
please call me. | have all the Moorings Charter
Company information. If you haven't been, you
are really missing a special place for boating.

See you on the water!

ASSISTANT SEO REPORT
Nick Chronis, JN

. 2010’s First Course: “Seamanship”

As 2009 drew to a close,
most folks were busy
buying presents and
planning holiday activities.
While the members of your
Education Department
were doing that too, we
also were planning for the presentation of the
first course offering of the New Year ...
“Seamanship”.

Not long ago, | received the “Instructor’s Packet”
for this recently revised course. In the process of
doing a quick review of the instructional
materials, | discovered several things that
should be of interest to anyone who hasn’t had
the opportunity to take the “S” course. Here are
some highlights:
e The student manual was revised in
2009.
e The manual contains only eight (8)
easy-to-follow chapters.



e Student packets include a separate
guide to the “Nautical Rules of the
Road” which is an excellent handbook
summary of USCG and international
rules. Its size makes it perfect for use
aboard a vessel.

¢ A handy knot-tying kit is included to
make the subject much easier to
master.

e Classroom instruction is facilitated by
state-of-the-art PowerPoint presentation
materials.

Perhaps the neatest feature of the course we
are planning is our intention to incorporate some
hands-on learning experiences on-the-water.
This, of course, will depend on the number of
members who sign-up for the course, weather,
etc. We believe this feature will greatly enhance
the individual student’s learning experience by
providing appropriate on board reinforcement of
things taught in the classroom.

This is a vastly improved course. The
instructional content of “S” constitutes an
excellent introductory course for those who
haven’t been exposed to the “basics” of boating.
It also constitutes a well-structured review for
those of us who acknowledge that we can
always learn something useful in a meaningful
review.

Stays tuned for the formal course
announcement ... and please plan on attending
if the “S” course is not on your list of USPS
certifications.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Lt/C George Trousdale, S

Three years of being your Treasurer is coming

" toan end. The job isn’t
rocket science. It's simply
mechanical. Frankly, our
financial activity is less
complicated than your
checking account. The
Budget Committee sets the
budget and the Treasurer
cuts checks according to
that budget. Any variance
is to be voted on by the Executive Committee.
Simple financial reports are made to the
Executive Committee monthly. But the
Treasurer’s job doesn’t stop there!

After the reports, etc., he/she MUST participate
in LPSPS’s fun activities which abound!

Thanks to all involved, the Christmas party was
a huge success! Carol Bell, the EIf with the
pointy ears, put together a memorable feast with
all the trimmings. The Dirty Santa event was fun
in spite of the grinches who stole the best stuff
from friends! A good time was had by all.

| thank you for allowing me to serve as your
Treasurer. | believe that our finances are in
good shape thanks to our Executive Committee.
Hopefully, the Audit Committee will render a
“clean” audit!

All that said, get ready for a great 2010 boating
year!

Good boating,
George Trousdale

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN REPORT
Helen Trousdale

The annual Christmas party was held on

: g December 10, 2009 at the
Maritime Museum with very
good attendance. We
welcomed four new guests,
Ann and John Griady and
Anne and Walter Leggett.
Dirty Santa was a lot of fun
and the food was very good.

Mark your calendar for the on
Change of Watch January
23, 2010. Start the New Year by attending our
monthly meetings and rendezvous’ and bring a
guest and/or a new member. We have many
good programs in store for 2010. Happy New
Year!

Helen Trousdale.




UPCOMING EVENTS

LPSPS Change of Watch

January 23, 2010

Courtyard Marriott-Covington
101 Northpark Blvd.
Covington, LA 70433

6:00PM Social- cash bar
7:00PM Dinner/Induction of new Bridge/dancing

Cost is $40.00 per person
You must RSVP to Carol Bell-985-809-9805

Please come on out and support your
squadron!

The COW is also our January General
Membership Meeting.

Next General Membership Meeting

February 11, 2010
Madisonville Maritime Museum
Details to follow.

January Birthdays

Please wish our January “ babi es
Happy Birthday!

William McNabb 02
Chance Miller 06
James Richardson 06
Helen Trousdale 13
Melanie Scarcella 14
Carol Arcediano 21
John Winters 21
Vincent Pisciotta 22
David Campbell 23
Peggy Roy 23
Frank Sanders 23

Dudley Haycraft 28

CHRISTMAS IN DESTIN-2009

Bob & Rebecca Christian, John & Carol Bell
Art & Norma Roberts, Doug & Doris Brooks,
Paul & Judy Warnke, George & Helen Trousdale.

Looks like a great time was had by all' Everyone
should plan on attending in 2010!



http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=74068&id=100000491586286

ADVERTISER’S CORNER

\ \-\ “ \T\ On The Tchehmc(e Rlvef

TowéBoatllS.

TOWBOAT U.S. LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN OPENS.

Captain Mark Tupper has opened TOWBOAT U.S. on the North shore at
Mariners Village Marina in Mandeville. He will be servicing the entire

Pontchartrain Basin.

To join call 800-888-4869 or call Mark Tupper at 985-373-6330

.. Marine Detailing

Exterior: Washing, Compoundmg & Waxing
Interior Detailing Also Available

Home: 985-893-5736

Josh Stansbury Cell: 504-251-9665

GAS - DIESEL
qnarine Engine Repy;,

Light Engine Industrial & Pleasure

ROB (985)-285-0373

Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power
2009 Bridge Officers

Commander
Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN 985-845-3309
dbrooks@cpdrum.com

Executive Officer
Lt/C Carol Bell, S 985-809-9805
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net

Administration Officer
Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011
jwinterscp@aol.com

Education Officer
Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 504-450-7817

freevsc@mchsi.com

Treasurer
Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335
gtrousdale @att.net

Secretary
Lt/C Walter Mlynarski  985-778-1783

wmlynarski@yahoo.com

Executive Committee Members

P/C John Bell, AP
Bob Christian, P
Bob Owens, SN

Peggy Roy

Newsletter editor

Lt Christine Williams, P
985-624-3813
sailont@aol.com

-Mamw Upholstery~
2221 Tulipwood Dr. G EEEDNRNE
Mobile, AL. 36605

Cell: 251-367-6305
BIMINIS, INTERIORS, CURTAINS, CUSHIONS, FULL ENCLOSURES

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron

www.lpsps.org
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