
 

Newsletter for the members of the Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power Squadron 
A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons

 

District 15  October  09   Volume 18  Issue 10 
 

UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER 
              Cdr. Douglas A. Brooks, JN 
 
 Hello to all of our members.  Doris and I are back 

from our trip to Moscow and 
the Baltic cruise.  I hope all 
of you had an enjoyable 
summer.  Things seem to be 
getting back to normal after a 
very hot July and a slightly 
cooler August.   
 
Our Squadron has a very 

active agenda for October, starting with the 
Wooden Boat Festival, which is going to be 
October 10th and 11th.  As always, we need 
volunteers both days for the admission gate on 
the east side of the Madisonville Bridge, the 
Dinghy Dock on the west river shore and the 
Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
Booth.  This is a very important event for the 
Maritime Museum and our Squadron, and we 
need your help! Please call Peggy Roy at 985-
624-8824, Carol Bell at 985-809-9805, or me at 
504-453-0225. This event helps with our public 
relations, and is one of the reasons our Squadron 
won that award last year.   We are depending 
on you to help.  Thanks in advance. 
 
In last month’s newsletter, I had suggested that 
more of our members should consider taking 
some Squadron Courses.  Now is the time for all 
of you to let us know what courses you would like 
to take.  We need to get books ordered and get 
instructor information as soon as possible.  We 
also need to reserve the Museum classroom 
now.  If you have any questions please call Nick 
Chronis (985-674-2687) or me.  I know some of 
you worry about holiday schedules and school 
activities, but that always happens.  Usually, the 
class may skip one class and reschedule it or if it 
is just one person they can make it up later on.  
Regardless, everyone gets to complete the 
course and it really isn't a problem. You and your 
classmates all work together in completing the 
course which is what makes the courses so much 
fun. 
 

Hopefully by now you have heard of USPS 
networking site "SailAngle".  This site is for 
boaters to share their local knowledge.  It is a 
website built by boaters for boaters.  If you have 
not signed up, it only takes a minute. First go the 
USPS Home page www.usps.org and click 
"Access SailAngle.com" button and from there 
you can put in your information.  We are hoping 
all of our members will join in on this.  It is a very 
involved website that has many options to each 
user.  I am very interested in any feedback you 
might have -negative or positive. 
 
Just another reminder— 

 Please-Volunteer for the Wooden Boat 
Festival.  Any help you can give is 
really needed and greatly appreciated.   

 Don't forget to sign up now for any 
classes you would like to take. 

 Please check our Squadron Calendar 
for all activities on the LPSPS website 
www. lpsps.org   

 
Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C  John Winters 

  
 Dear Members, October 8th will be our next 

General membership 
meeting being held at the 
Lake Pontchartrain Maritime 
Museum in Madisonville.  
Social will begin at 6:00pm, 
dinner and meeting to begin 
at 7:00pm.  Andre Olagues 
of LSU Agricultural Center 
will be our speaker.  His 
topic will be home energy 
efficiency.  

 Menu will be Pot Luck, bring a dish to pass, and 
your own beverages. 
  
  
October 10-11, the Squadron will participate in 
the Madisonville Wooden Boat Festival.  This is 
on a voluntary basis and is a great atmosphere to 
participate in. Carol Bell is heading up the 



 2 

committee so please contact her at 985-809-9805 
for information and Peggy Roy at 985-624-8824 
to volunteer. Volunteers are greatly needed.  
Don’t forget that volunteers get free admission to 
the Festival, and a free meal! 
  
A joint rendezvous with the New Orleans 
Squadron is in the process of being planned for 
Biloxi, MS. at the Schooners Marina.  If you have 
been there, I'm sure you will want to return.  If 
you haven't been to Schooners, make the effort.  
In my opinion, this is the nicest and closest 
marina in our area.  You don't have to go to 
Pensacola to see sand from your boat! More info 
will follow. 
  
You may also want to see the Mississippi coast 
as part of a day trip or weekend.  Small boats can 
visit Deer Island and big boats can visit the 
Casinos close by. 
  
See you on the water! 

 
ASSISTANT SEO REPORT 

1/Lt  Nick Chronis, JN 
 
The LPSPS Education Task Group (TG) 

conducted its first meeting 
on September 18. One of 
the first things the TG 
members agreed on was 
the group’s “purpose”. 
Specifically, they adopted 
the following as a statement 
of purpose: ñTo establish 

a practical, effective and user-friendly 
Continuing Education Program for LPSPSò.  
 
As they reviewed the status our squadron’s 
education activities, members of the TG 
emphasized what many of our members have 
come to understand. Historically, “Continuing 
Education” has been an integral and important 
part of the USPS mission along with 
“Community Serviceò and “Friendship and 
Camaraderie among Members”. However, in 
recent years, LPSPS has not been nearly as 
successful with our education function as we 
have been with our community service and social 
activities. Given this out-of-balance situation, the 
members of the TG resolved to identify and 
implement improvements that would enhance our 
education activities. 
 
Using the USPS’s theme of “Boating is Fun … 
We’ll Show You How”, the TG intends to build 
and energize its education program by: 
ü Expanding its Instructor Group so that we 

not only have principal instructors who 
can become subject matter experts, but 

assistant instructors as well who can 
facilitate the learning process 

ü Providing “Elective” and “Advanced 
Grade” subjects in a logical sequence 

ü Starting at the beginning by offering our 
members a course in Seamanship 

ü Employing class schedules which 
recognize that our membership is widely 
dispersed and that time-saving initiatives 
will be important to students 

ü Including an on-the-water phase to 
reinforce classroom learning whenever 
appropriate 

ü Conducting a survey of LPSPS members 
to better understand interests and 
priorities 

 
The TG acknowledges that our continuing 
education challenges are both substantial and 
complex. We also know that progress will take 
time and a lot of work by both the providers and 
consumers of USPS educational offerings. We 
look forward to working with all LPSPS members 
to make our planned improvements a reality. 
Together, we can make it happen. 
 
Nick Chronis, JN,  
ASEO 
 

FROM OUR WEBMASTER  
BOB ALBERS 

  
The wooden boat festival is coming up soon, 

October 10th & 11th.  As 
with previous years we will 
be attending the ticket 
booth at the east end of the 
Madisonville Bridge and our 
own LPSPS booth.  
Additionally, for the first 
time, we will be operating 

the dinghy dock. Many people choose to arrive by 
dinghy, I guess they don’t like the traffic jams on 
the highways and hassle of parking. They boats 
usually raft up on the North side of the bridge and 
use their dinghies to get to the festival.  I think 
working this could be a great source of fun while 
contributing to the success of the event.  The 
docking staff should wear PFDs just in case 
unexpected swimming is in the cards.  A boat 
hook and throwable device might also be nice to 
have.  More about dinghy dock operation and 
ticket booth functions will be available at the 
October membership meeting and on the 
website.  Please stay in touch.  Volunteer 
applications will be available at the meeting, via 
the web, e-mail & telephone.  Let’s all join in the 
fun!  
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Landmarks Give an Added Level of 
Confidence 
 
Provided by Gene Mallard, AP,  
 
While the amount of landmark information shown 
on a particular marine chart depends upon 
several things — particularly the scale of the 
chart — some navigators may wonder why a 
building, water tank, tree, church or television 
tower would appear at all on a navigation chart. 
After all, it is unlikely that a boater would 
encounter these terrestrial objects during a 
coastal cruise, day sail or marine fishing trip. That 
is, unless he or she took a serious wrong turn! 
 
It is no coincidence that such landmarks (as well 
as cultural features such as roads or airports) are 
shown primarily along the shoreline regions 
where navigators can see them. Features that 
are large enough or high enough to be seen at 
some distance offshore are also indicated. These 
landmarks are present on navigational charts to 
the extent that mariners can see them and they 
can assist navigators in their travels. 
 
Such landmarks can be quite helpful to 
navigators who are trying to find their way on the 
water. The landmarks provide boaters with visual 
confirmation of the boaters' position and their 
travel direction, especially in an environment 
where no visual references like buoys or lights 
are available. Seeing a prominent coastal 
landmark on the chart allows the navigator to 
take a bearing and orient himself to his 
surroundings. In simpler terms, landmarks 
provide an added level of confidence that you are 
where you think you are. 

 
I know from personal experience that visual line-
ups like these also are useful in situations that 
require exact boat positioning — for example, 
locating and setting anchor on a small fishing 
wreck or reef. Even with the technological 
wonders of WAAS GPS and high-resolution 
marine chart plotters, I frequently find myself 
using visual landmarks such as buildings, water 
tanks or smokestacks to hit the mark on a spot 
that might be only the size of a kitchen table. 
 
Navigation charts use a variety of symbols, 
figures, numerals and abbreviations to represent 
landmarks. Unlike conventional road maps, the 
limited space and the volume of data required on 
marine maps mean that a chart's numerous 
features are represented by a mere dot, circle, 
letter or squiggly line. Symbols for structures may 
not be. There is no way of knowing when 
correctly identifying these landmarks on a chart 
might prove to be critical to safety. That's why it is 

a good idea to be able to decipher them and to 
practice cross-referencing landmarks with your 
charts as you cruise your familiar home waters. 
Chapter E of U.S. Chart #1 provides a complete 
guide to landmarks. 
 

With permission from Jeppesen Marine 
 
 

BOATING SAFETY COURSE 
OFFERED 
  
The Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
will present Americaôs Boating Course 
on Saturday November 7, 2009 at the Maritime 
Museum at 133 Mabel Dr. in Madisonville from 
8a.m. to 5p.m. The course material will include 
Intro to Boating, Federal and State boating laws, 
Personal Safety Equipment, Navigation, Personal 
Water Craft and much more. For more 
information and to register call Peggy Roy at 
985-264-7467.  The cost is $25.00 for textbook, 
CD and test. 

 

 
 
October Birthdays 
 
Candace Mallard 04 
Thomas Pertuit  05 
Patsy McDonnell 06 
Louis John Correjolles 08 
John Webb  08 
Joey Wheeler  12 
Robert Owens  15 
William Scarcella 16 
Dennis Tauzin  21 
Russell Harris  28 
John Moores  28 
George Trousdale 29 
Cheryl Gruenig  30 
Vaughn Knight  30 
Randy Tillman  30 

 
Please wish our October ñbabiesò a very 
Happy Birthday! 
 

http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/halloween/clipart/jackols.gif
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HOSTED BY: Mobile Sail and Power Squadron 

 
WHEN:    October 23, 24, 25, 2009 

  
WHERE:  Best Western Battleship Inn-
Mobile,AL 

  
ROOM RATE:  $ 99.00/night + tax  

  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Friday Oct 23:   
Pool Party-Dinner Battleship Inn 

 6:00PM-cash bar in Hospitality Suite  

 Fried Catfish, Jambalaya and 
Hushpuppies served around the pool-

$20.00 p/p  
 
Saturday Oct 24:  

 Conference Meeting - 9:00 AM 

 Lunch with Guest Speaker Brent Beall 
$15.00 p/p 

 Dinner/Dance at Battleship Inn $30.00 p/p 
 
 
Sunday Oct 25:  

 Farewell Breakfast 8:00AM-10:00AM 

 Battleship Inn Hospitality Suite MSPS will 
prove coffee, roles and assorted quiche 

 Mimosas and Bloody Maryôs  
 
 
See page 5 for signup information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

General Membership meeting 
 
October 8th, 2009  
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
Social 6:00PM 
Dinner 7:00PM 
 
Speaker will be Andre Olagues of LSU Agricultural 
Center 
 

This will be a dish to pass. 
 

As always òBOYBó 
 

Madisonville Wooden Boat Festival 
October 10-11, 2009 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! 
Call Peggy Roy 985-624-8824 
 

Fall Conference 
October 23-25, 2009 
Best Western Battleship Inn 
Mobile, Alabama 
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Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2009 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   985-845-3309 
dbrooks@cpdrum.com 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S   985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011 
jwinterscp@aol.com 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 504-450-7817 
freevsc@mchsi.com 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Walter Mlynarski     985-778-1783 
wmlynarski@yahoo.com 

 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 

Bob Owens 
Peggy Roy 

 
 

Newsletter editor 
 

Lt Christine Williams, AP 
985-624-3813 

sailont@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 
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