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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER  
              Cdr. Douglas A. Brooks, JN 
 
 It was great seeing a lot of our members on the 

Fourth of July at Member 
Appreciation Day. It turned 
out to be an outstanding day. 
I believe the consensus was 
the Squadron should do this 
again; probably sooner 
rather than later. If you 
missed this one make sure to 
come to the next one--it truly  

was a good time. We had several members bring 
their boats and we filled the wall at Madisonville 
to the point that there was not an empty electric 
outlet to be found. The city even came and 
energized three more outlets for us. Needless to 
say, we all appreciated that very much as it was 
pretty hot that weekend. I want to give a special 
thanks to the Bridge and LPSPS members who 
made this such a successful event. Extra kudos 
to Chefs John Bell and Jeff Williams (it sure was 
hot in the ñkitchenò!)  
  
The LPSPS Web Site is one of our top priorities 
for this year and Bob Albers is burning the 
midnight oil to get it ship shape. Perhaps, I 
should ask if you even knew we had a web site. 
Well, we do and I must say it is already looking 
good. If you have not been using our LPSPS site 
now is a good time to start. The address is 
www.lpsps.org  (LPSPS HOME PAGE). Go to 
photo album and "click on the fire cracker". That 
will open up a slide show of all the pictures from 
Member Appreciation Day. You can do that with 
all the pictures on the "picture album" which is 
pretty nifty. When you get to the slide show you 
will notice a start button to begin the show. Right 
above the back box there is another window you 
can use to go directly to a particular picture in the 
show. All of this is thanks to the wizardry of Bob 
Albers.  
  
Of course on the Home Page, each of the 
headings has lot of information behind them. 
Please pay particular attention to the Calendar; 
this will be a place for you to quickly see what is 

going on with the Squadron. If you can't find your 
current newsletter or erased it all you have to do 
is go to the LPSPS home page and click on 
Newsletters. Weôve kept back issues of the 
newsletter to 2005. There are also links for Cdr. 

Doug Brooks, JN, Weather, Tides, District 15 
website and the United States Power Squadron 
website. We also would like to feature a different 
boat of the month each month, but we need you 
to send in a picture of your boat. Please send to 

the Web Master Bob Albers at bob@lpsps.org .  
There is a "Members Only" section that you need 
a password in order to enter. If you donôt know 
your password, see Bobôs article in this 
newsletter. 
  
If anyone has a special recipe they would like to 
share please send it in and it will go on the web.  
 
Please contact me for any suggestions on 
improving our site.  
  
Hope you are enjoying the summer and use our 
Website. 
 
 Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S 
 

Greetings to my fellow boaters. I hope everyone 
is having a great summer both 
on and off the water. 
 
The LPSPS is dedicated to 
promoting safe and fun 
boating for everyone. Letôs 
face it. It is no fun getting 
pulled over by the Coast 
Guard or local law 
enforcement officials and 

getting a citation for not having the required 
safety equipment on board.  Have you received 
your Vessel Safety Check this year? The 
Vessel Safety Check is a free bow-to-stern 
inspection of your boat by a qualified Squadron 
member. Itôs the best way to learn about 

http://www.lpsps.org/
mailto:bob@lpsps.org
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potential problems that might put you in 
violation of state or federal laws, or worse 
create danger for you or your passengers on 
the water. 

At the end of this newsletter is a table listing the 
minimum USCG requirements for recreational 
boats. Take a look at this list to see if youôre 
properly equipped.  
 
There also is a fun, interactive, online program 
that will help you find out if your boat will pass a 
vessel safety check.  Try it out, find out what 
you need and then ask one of our Vessel 
Examiners to come and inspect your boat. You 
can access the program on our web page at 
http://www.lpsps.org/VSC.htm  
There  is also a list of our Squadron Vessel 
Examiners at this link. 
 
Vessel Examiners issue no citations. There are 
no penalties for not successfully completing a 
Vessel Safety Check.  

Vessel Examiners provide you with a copy of 
the vessel safety check form, allowing you to 
make the recommended safety improvements 
at your own discretion. 

And while the Vessel Safety Check decal wonôt 
necessarily preclude boardings by law 
enforcement authorities, it can give you 
confidence that such encounters are as 
positive as possible. What are you waiting for? 

 
 

ADMINISTRAT IVE OFFICER  
Lt/C  John Winters 
  
 Dear Members, LPSPS is going to the Prop 

Stop for the August 
rendezvous!  The Prop Stop 
is located on the Tickfaw 
River. Boats will meet 
Saturday, August 15

th
, just 

south of the Tchefuncte 
Bridge at 0900. We will 
return Sunday after lunch. 
Last year I trailered the 
Whaler to just north of Pass  
Manchac and met up with 

the fleet at the Tickfaw River. So this is another 
option.  There is a rumor that a small faction is 
planning some special entertainment... 

September 10th we resume our monthly general 
membership meetings and I am working on a 
speaker for the meeting.  I plan to have it catered 
so you should RSVP with me (504) 957-7011 or 
Jeanne (504)  452-2673. Please put it on your 
calendar and plan to attend.  

September 26th is scheduled to be that month's 
rendezvous; the site is yet to be determined. I will 
keep you posted. 

 
TREASURERõS REPORT 

Lt/C  George Trousdale, S 
 

 Itôs HOT!  What else can be said?  A LOT! 
 
Your Executive Committee 
meets every month and the 
meetings are very well 
attended.  All facets of 
LPSPS business are 
discussed and action plans 
are made.  This monthôs 
meeting was no exception. 
 

 Among other actions was a lunch meeting on 
7/10/09 to discuss computer accessory needs 
and to further discuss the following weekôs 
meeting about approaching various entities to 
promote LPSPSô safety programs, etc. 
 
Commander Brooks, John Bell, Nick Chronis and 
I met and more are planning to attend in the 
upcoming weeks. 
 
So much can be accomplished by volunteers and 
it doesnôt take a lot of time.  Just a few minutes is 
all it takes to do some little chores and it really 
does help.  Call Doug Brooks and offer whatever 
assistance you can.   
 
Between camaraderie, education and fun, our 
LPSPS is a great organization! 
 
Speaking of fun:  The July 4

th
 shindig was great!  

About 30 members attended and plenty of tales 
were told!  Hamburgers, hot dogs and all of the 
trimmings were great.  Nick Chronis might have 
founded the First Annual Watermelon Seed 
Spitting Contest!  Let the record show that the 
target will NOT be my boat next year! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
That explains A LOT! 

 
 

http://www.lpsps.org/VSC.htm
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FROM OUR WEBMASTER  
BOB ALBERS 
 
Iôve made a few changes to YOUR LPSPS 
website. Yes, I do mean YOURS.  I donôt own it; I 
just administer it for you.  Now this next 
statement may come as a shock to most of you.  
As great, wonderful, brilliant, ingenious, fantastic 
and all-around nice guy that I am, I canôt do it all.  
I need your help. 
   
Pictures! -- A picture is worth 1,000 words or, in 
website & computer terms, many megabits.  Iôm 
sure most of you will sympathize with the 
member who told me he didnôt buy his fancy 
1080i camera with the Mount Palomar telescopic 
zoom so he could take small pictures.  
Unfortunately, large format pictures take up a lot 
of space on the website and also take a long time 
for members to download to their computers 
when they want to view your photographic 
masterpiece.   So---when submitting pictures for 
the website, please take the following steps in 
this sequence: 
 
1) When you take the picture, you might           

not want to use the maximum resolution of 
your camera. 

1) Before sending me 100 or so pictures, review 
them & select only the best. 

2) Use photographic editing software to crop 
away irrelevant areas of the picture. 

3) Of that part of the picture remaining, reduce 
the size to something around 500 by nnn to 
800 by nnn.  480 by 360 is ideal. 

4) If you can, collect them into a single directory 
and send them as a ñ.zipò file. 
  

BOATS!   You like boats?  I like boats!  Why else 
do we belong to this club?  When weôre not on 
our boats but shackled to the realities of the day, 
we wish we were on the boat!  If your spouse is 
your first passion, I know your second.  Send me 
a picture of that passion!!!  Itôs not immoral, illegal 
or otherwise improper to share those pictures 
with the rest of us.  I want the pictures of at least 
24 membersô boats for our ñBoat of the Monthò 
feature.  If you have a picture of you on your 
boat, or just your boat, send it to me.  If you donôt 
have one ï shame on you. Go to your camera ï 
Go Directly to Your Camera ï Do not pass Go ï 
Do not collect $200 ï Take a picture and send it 
to me!  Remember the 5 steps above! 
  
YOUR PICTURE!  I've collected many photos of 
members, but don't have all that many faces.  If 
your picture isn't in the Photo directory, please 
send me your picture.  The photo roster is in the 
"Members Only" section.  Use your Member 
number as the user ID; your password is your last 
name unless you have asked me to change it. 

  
CONTACT ME!  Due to a high volume of "spam" I 
cannot use the webmaster@lpsps.org e-mail.  To 
contact me, phone 985-727-4665 or email to 
rcalbers@bellsouth.net.  Send website 
submissions to: bob@lpsps.org.  By the way, any 
member who desires it can have an e-mail 
address on our web domain just by contacting 
me.  I'll set it up.  You might consider it a way to 
separate your squadron related mail from the 
rest. 
  
Laissez les bon temps rouler! 
Bob Albers, Webmaster 
 
 
 

August Birthdays 
 
Please wish our August ñbabiesò a very Happy 
Birthday! 
 
Charles Wheeler 08/02 
John Bell  08/03 
Doug Gardner  08/10 
Noah Reon  08/11 
Linda Pertuit  08/12 
Glen Roy  08/16    
William Arcediano 08/26 
Joyce Tracey  08/28 
 

 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Prop Stop Rendezvous 
A rendezvous to Prop Stop is planned for August 
15

th
-16

th
. The Prop Stop is on the Tickfaw River and 

is accessible in a small boat from Manchac Pass or 
Springfield.  If you haven't been, make an effort 
because it is an unusual place. 

 
General Membership Meeting 
Will resume: September 10th, 2009  
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
Social 6:00PM, Dinner 7:00PM 
 
Itôs being planned as a catered event, so please 
RSVP by September 3

rd
 to John 504-957-7011 or 

Jeanne 504-452-2673. 
 

As always òBOYBó 
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Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2009 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   985-845-3309 
dbrooks@cpdrum.com 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S   985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011 
jwinterscp@aol.com 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 504-450-7817 
freevsc@mchsi.com 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Walter Mlynarski     985-778-1783 
wmlynarski@yahoo.com 

 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 

Bob Owens 
Peggy Roy 

 
 

Newsletter editor 
 

Lt Christine Williams, AP 
985-624-3813 

sailont@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 
  

mailto:dbrooks@cpdrum.com
mailto:jbcbbell@bellsouth.net
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mailto:freevsc@mchsi.com
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