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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER  
              Cdr. Douglas A. Brooks, JN 
 
 Our general meeting on March 12th was really 

good. Sweet Daddy's 
barbeque was delicious with 
all the trimmings and we had 
plenty of leftovers. Our guest 
speaker was an energetic Jo 
Ann Burke from Save Our 
Lake Foundation. Her topics 
covered everything from the 
condition of Lake 

Pontchartrain, surrounding Rivers and even Mr. 
Go. It was very interesting and enlightening. She 
answered several questions that were important 
and affect all of us. Just for our membership 
information, Bill Dietrich informed me that LPSPS 
used to do all of the water samples for the 
Foundation on the North Shore. All and all it was 
an interesting meeting and I want to thank John 
Winters our Admin Officer for a great job in 
organizing it. We also had a surprise visit from 
Catherine Lynch of the Maritime Museum. She 
made a special trip to our General Meeting to 
thank LPSPS for all the help the Museum is 
getting from our Squadron. Catherine is in charge 
of the Museum education department and 
specifically thanked Bill Dietrich, Lynn Haase, Nick 
Chronis, George Trousdale and Carol Bell for their 
many hours of service in teaching school children 
from all over the North Shore, Slidell and Baton 
Rouge areas. They teach classes in knot tying, 
proper wearing of life jackets and safe boating 
techniques. I have gone to the classes and you 
would be surprised at the children's enthusiasm. 
When you asked for volunteers every hand goes 
up. I have to tell you LPSP Squadron is making a 
difference in our community and District 15. If you 
are interested in helping, even just part time, 
please contact me (504-453-0225) or Nick Chronis 
(504-914-2580). Try it you will like it. The classes 
usually last a couple of hours during the week.  
  
Well now that everybody has sprung forward and 
Spring is officially here, letôs get the boat out and 
go to some of our Rendezvous. This is really a 
great time of the year to be out on the water. 

Especially when you can be with your friends 
and family. We would love to see you and I 
promise you will have a good time. So Come 
On--Get Out There. Don' forget next month is 
"Safe Boating Week" May 16 thru 22nd.  
"Boating is Fun-We will show you How"  
 
Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN  
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S 
 

Greetings to all My Fellow Boaters!  Itôs hard to 
believe but we are at the 
end of March already! 
Where did the time go? For 
me, it has been a month of 
catching up around the 
house. Why didnôt I clean 
those closets, the attic and 
the garage when the 
weather wasnôt so pretty? 
All I want to do is hang out 

at the boat and finish my chores there! But alas 
all those acres of growing grass, weeds, garden 
beds and empty flower boxes  that need to be 
tended to keep calling me! As much as we love 
to live in the country, I must confess that 
sometimes the chores seem overwhelming! My 
thoughts then go to what it would be like to ñlive 
aboardò. I sit back and look around thinking 
about all the free time that I would have. Or 
would I? What would I do with all my ñstuffò? 
How much do you really need, I ask? Over the 
last few years, I have been gradually reducing 
the knickknacks etc. and planning for a time 
when we might downsize. After spending time 
aboard after a long weekend, it is a breeze to 
clean up. Your spouse is forced to pick up his 
ñstuffò aka tools and put them away in the proper 
place. No wait that was just a dream I had! Your 
spouse is a little more likely to tidy up after much 
less nagging as space is limited and for some 
reason he is way more particular about his boat 
being messy than his house!  I digress, so back 
to the dream of living aboard.  Would I miss my 
gardens as much trouble as they can sometimes 
be? I donôt know is the answer. Yes, I could live 
without so much ñstuffò but letôs not tell that to 
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my other half! There are pros and cons to both! 
The answer is ñI donôt knowò. I respect those of 
you who do and it would be interesting to hear 
some of your stories. 
 
On March 21

st
, we had our first Vessel Safety 

check at Marina Del Ray. It was a very successful 
day. We checked 15 boats with 4 passing and the 
rest not passing. There were a lot of very nice 
people who really were interested in having their 
boats checked. Several members became re-
qualified and hopefully one new person will be 
qualifying soon (that would be me). If you think 
you know everything about boating rules etc. try 
taking the Vessel Safety exam. It is very humbling 
and you might gain a whole new level of respect 
for the Examiners who check your boat. We plan 
to get several more checks under our belts before 
Safe Boating Week in May. It is not too late to 
become part of the team! Contact Bob Albers (our 
Vessel Safety Chairman) or myself and we will get 
you going. Thanks to Bob for all his hard work and 
to those of you who came out to volunteer as 
Examiners! 
 
Speaking of Safe Boating Week, it is May 16 to 
22nd; please mark your calendar for Saturday, 
May 16

th
 as this will be our day for Vessel Safety 

checks. We potentially have 2 locations for the 
checks, one at Marina Del Ray and one possibly 
at the mouth of the River at the Madisonville 
launch. If you are not an examiner we would 
encourage you to come out anyway and give a 
hand passing out pamphlets and man the booths 
when the examiners are busy checking boats. It is 
always a lot of fun just getting together with your 
fellow Squadron members! 
 
Our Squadron has agreed to help our friends at 
The Maritime Museum with the Dingy Dock at The 
Wooden Boat Festival as well as man our usual 
gate. We will be a little stretched so I am asking 
you now to mark the weekend of Oct 10

th
 and 11

th
 

on your calendar.  We need to have someone be 
in charge of the Dingy Dock with some other 
volunteers to help out. Although very busy during 
the Festival, we sure seem to have a lot of fun! 
This is a great opportunity to help out the Museum 
as they have been very cooperative with us over 
the past years. This is their main fund raising 
event for the year and we need to help them be as 
successful as they can with this event. Under the 
leadership of Dr. Jay Martin, the staff and 
volunteers at the Maritime Museum are doing an 
outstanding job!  They are well under way with the 
planning for the Festival and by all indications 
everything is going well. Letôs help take some of 
the stress from them and step up to the plate for 
responsibility for the Dingy Dock as well as the 
gate.  Safe Boating to all! 
 

ADMINISTRAT IVE OFFICER  
Lt/C John Winters 
 
  
I know spring is approaching by the first sighting 

of an alligator at the Marina 
Del Ray, also turtles are 
sunning and most critical, 
my varnish is starting to 
need attention.  Our March 
meeting was well attended.  
John Burke of the Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation was interesting 
and held everyoneôs 
attention.  Big Daddyôs 

Barbeque was substantially consumed.  If you 
have an occasion in the future to cater, donôt 
hesitate to call Mindy at Big Daddyôs. 
 
For the April 9

th
 meeting, Iôm hoping to bring 

Mike Howell and his collection of photographs 
taken during Hurricane Katrina aboard ñMananaò 
in the New Orleans Municipal Yacht Harbor.  
Mike is a very entertaining and interesting 
individual and can really bring his photos to life.  
However, he is a free spirit and somewhat 
illusive.   
 
Please be sure to bring a dish to pass! 
 
The April 18

th
 rendezvous will be a crawfish boil 

at Doug and Elaine Gardnerôs home on 
Tchefuncte River.  If youôre planning to come by 
boat, you should tie-up at the wall and walk.  
Doug has a full complement of watercraft at his 
dock already.  You should also please RSVP the 
crawfish boil to me at (504) 957-7010 or Jeanne 
at (504) 835-9340. 
 
See you on the water. 
 
JOHN  
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EDUCATION OFFICER  
            Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN  
 
Education Department News 

 
We will continue with the USPS 
Seminars and Navigation Rules 
at the General Membership 
Meetings. 
 
The following is a list of the 2009 
training schedule. We will have 
classes for each of the following 
courses if a minimum of 6 

students are enrolled in each of the courses. 
 
LPS&PS Training Schedule for 2009 
Americaôs Boating Course 
31-January-2009 
6-June-2009 
18-July-2009 
 
 
Advanced Grades 
Seamanship   10-August-2009 
Advanced Piloting 13-May-2009 
Junior Navigation TBA 
Navigation  1-September-2009 
 
Elective Grades 
Engine Maintenance 26-May-2009 
Sail   11-August-2009 
Vessel Safety Check TBA 
Weather  14-September-2009 

 
Note: Dates are subject to change. 
 
Now it's up to you to take advantage of this 
USPS educational opportunity. Be sure to sign 
up early for these classes. 
 
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED 30 DAYS 
BEFORE THE CLASS STARTS! 
 
Contact Paul Lumpkin to enroll or to request 
additional information on one or more of the above 
programs. Last day for ordering materials will be 
30 days before beginning of class. 
 
L. Paul Lumpkin, SN 
LPSPS SEO 
Phone: 504-450-7817 
E-mail:  freevsc@mchsi.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 

TREASURERõS REPORT 
Lt/C  George Trousdale, S 

 
 Sometimes, your officers report on the same 

happenings, so Iôll go off 
on a tangent this month. 
 
About 4 ½ years ago, 
Helen & I decided to make 
a big change in our lives.  
After mostly spending our 
life in Monroe, LA, we 
decided to move to 
Madisonville.  We found 

this area to be just what we were looking for and 
settled in.  One of our goals was to get out on 
the water, so I started looking for a vessel.  Our 
first thought was to get a run-about such as an 
antique Chris Craft.  That became a bad idea 
since there was no head on board!  How about a 
center console with a ñhidden headò?  Helen 
took one look and immediately went to the next 
level.  Step by step and we bought a 40ô Carver 
which ï now get this ï needed some repairs.  
That boat almost sank me! 
 
We finally traded the Carver for our 2003 Sea 
Ray Motor yacht with 2 staterooms, 2 heads, 
etc. which is air conditioned at the helm.  This 
time, the boatôs name, ñTalk About Goodò 
applied!  Sheôs a sweet boat and offers the 
spaces we want.  Itôs a great boat for cruising, 
living aboard (Weôve done 6 weeks at 
Sandestin.) and partying.   Heat, cold and bugs 
are not factors and we love the fact that most of 
the time, the party naturally moves to our boat. 
 
Now comes the hook!  It seems that most of the 
time, the same members come out.  Thatôs OK, 
because you wonôt find more enjoyable people, 
but we would love to have more of our LPSPS 
members come out and join the fun!  You donôt 
have to have a big boat or sometimes not a boat 
at all!  Just watch for the rendezvous on the 
www.lpsps.org    
 
Looking forward to seeing you-all on the water! 
 
George Trousdale 
Treasurer 
 
P.S.  Our finances are in good shape and you 
are most welcome to see our books at any time.  
Call me:  985-792-1335. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:freevsc@mchsi.com
http://www.lpsps.org/
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MEMBERSHIP  
CHAIRMAN REPORT  

Helen Trousdale 

At last monthôs General Membership meeting, we 
had a very informative program 
about saving Lake Pontchartrain 
and our coastal areas. The 
barbecued meal was delicious, and 
was catered by Sweet Daddyôs. 

The membership committee plans 
to promote membership by leaving 
applications for membership at 
Nunnmakers, West  Marine, and 

LA. Boating. 

Thank you, 
Helen Trousdale 
 
Membership Committee: 
Helen Trousdale, Chair 
Norma Roberts 
Rebecca Christian 
Doris Brooks 
Patsy McDonnell 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

General Membership Meeting 
April 9, 2009  
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
Social 6:00PM, Dinner 7:00PM 
 

òBring a dish to passó & BYOB 
 

Crawfish boil rendezvous 
April 18, 2009 
RSVP a MUST ASAP 
Call John 504-957-7010 or 
Jeanne 504-835-9340 
 

District 15 Spring Conference 
April 24-26 2009 
LaFont Inn 
2703 Denny Ave 
Pascagoula, MS 39567 
228-762-7111 
 
For sign up and more info please see  
http://www.usps.org/localusps 
  
See page 6 for more info on Conference and New 
Orleans Power Squadron Rendezvous 

 

 
April  Birthdays 
 
Please wish our April ñbabiesò a very Happy 
Birthday! 
 
Ellis Brown  01  
Robert Boettner  04  
Stephen Bloomer 07 
James Kowaleski 08 
Angela Rayer  15 
Don Roman  21 
John Hull  28 
Garey Forster  29 
Christine Williams 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In an effort to promote our Squadron, a license 
plate for the front of your car can be ordered for 
a cost of $25. The license plate is:  

¶ Rigid .040" Aluminum  

¶ Rust resistant, withstands  outdoor 
environmental conditions. 

¶ Withstands -40 to 176 F temperatures 
¶ If you are interested in purchasing a plate, please 

contact Judy Warnke @  
¶  

¶ judy.warnke@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
   

 
 

mailto:judy.warnke@yahoo.com
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Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2008 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   985-845-3309 
dbrooks@cpdrum.com 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S   985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011 
jwinterscp@aol.com 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 504-450-7817 
freevsc@mchsi.com 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Walter Mlynarski     985-778-1783 
wmlynarski@yahoo.com 

 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 

Bob Owens 
Peggy Roy 

 
 

Newsletter editor 
 

Lt Christine Williams, AP 
985-624-3813 

sailont@aol.com 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 

mailto:dbrooks@cpdrum.com
mailto:jbcbbell@bellsouth.net
mailto:jwinterscp@aol.com
mailto:freevsc@mchsi.com
mailto:wmlynarski@yahoo.com
mailto:sailont@aol.com
http://www.lpsps.org/
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