
 

Newsletter for the members of the Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power Squadron 
A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons

Ñ 

District 15  March  09   Volume 18  Issue 3 
 

UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER  
              Cdr. Douglas A. Brooks, JN 
 
  Wow!!! The Valentine General Meeting held on 

February 12
th
 was quite a 

show. There were red roses 
for all the ladies, red table 
cloths for the tables and all 
kinds of delicious heart 
shaped chocolate candy. 
 
The real show stopper was 
"Elvis." Yes fans, he was in 

the building and dressed head to toe just like 
some of us remembered. Really a great show and 
was enjoyed by all of us. To finish off the night-- a 
fantastic meal ending with desserts of various King 
cakes, Valentine cup cakes and pies. It was a fine 
job by everyone and my thanks to you all.  
  
With Mardi Gras behind us all eyes are on getting 
ready for the upcoming boating season. That 
means putting our boats in tip top shape to go 
sailing or cruising. The first thing you should do is 
call Carol Bell or one of our Vessel Safety 
Examiners (VSEôs) for a boat inspection. Of 
course, taking one of our boating courses is 
always a good idea too. We have several courses 
offered this spring and summer that are listed in 
this monthôs newsletter. If there is a particular 
course you would be interested in taking that was 
not listed, please let Paul Lumpkin or myself know. 
We will try to accommodate you.  
  
As I have just mentioned, you really need to get 
your boats ready for the upcoming boating 
season, because our new Admin. Officer John 
Winters has several rendezvous scheduled. We 
are again going to try and coordinate our 
rendezvous with New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 
Please mark your calendar for the District 15 
rendezvous on Memorial Day weekend at Keith 
Dellsperger's home. That is always a good time 
and not to be missed.  More information on this 
will be coming. 
 
 
  

Just a reminder to keep checking the LPSPS 
Website, www.lpsps.org for information on our 
squadron activities. We are working hard to 
keep the site up to date. We will continue to 
send out e-mails for those events that happen 
spontaneously.  
  
Hope to see you at our next meeting on March 
12

th
 at the Madisonville Maritime Museum.  

 
Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
Lt/C Carol Bell, S 

 
Greetings to all My Fellow Boaters! 

  
Mardi Gras is over and I 
hope that everyone had a 
great time. The weather 
cooperated and even with 
all of the economic doom 
and gloom there was lots 
of party spirit, and great 
throws at all the parades. 

Never would I have ever believed that I would be 
living in Louisiana and dressing up in costumes 
(I always hated Halloween parties) and jumping 
up and down screaming for beads. Never say 
never! 
 
The boating season is slowly getting into gear 
and it is time to examine our boats to see if we 
meet the basic safety requirements. There was 
a class for our Vessel Safety Examiners on 
Saturday, Feb 28

th
 to certify new people and 

update our current examiners on any new laws. 
If you are interested in becoming a VSE and 
could not attend the meeting you can download 
the manual and take the test at home. Bob 
Albers can help you with this.  Please make an 
appointment with an examiner to have your boat 
inspected. You donôt want a pleasant day on the 
water to turn into a disaster because you were 
missing some key safety equipment. 
 
 
 

http://www.lpsps.org/
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A list of our Examiners will be posted on the 
website soon but in the mean time you may 
contact me or Bob Albers our Vessel Safety Chair. 
Carol Bellôs email is jbcbbell@bellsouth.net and 
Bob Albers is rcalbers@bellsouth.net. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 
Another important upcoming event is a class for 
First Mates. This class is not offered by National 
but we have some very skilled people who are 
putting together a program for the ladies to help 
them understand some basic skills. There will not 
be a credit for this course as it is one that our 
Squadron is putting together at the request of 
many ladies. There will be some classroom time 
as well as on the water experience. George 
Janssen from The Champagne Lady has kindly 
offered the use of his boat for the water exercises. 
We will learn to dock a boat, properly secure lines, 
basic knowledge of GPS and other equipment etc. 
Lynn Haase is organizing this and will be notifying 
us soon as to when the class will start. This is a 
great opportunity to gain some great knowledge 
and to feel more comfortable on our boats 
especially if an emergency should occur on the 
water. From this course you may realize that you 
need to get more education and at that point, our 
education Officer Paul Lumpkin can help guide 
you as to what might be best for you. Ladies, this 
is a very important class! None of us are getting 
any younger and we need to know how to run our 
own boats should something happen to the 
Captain.  We have a responsibility to ourselves as 
well as to any passengers we may have onboard. 
The great thing is we will be taught by very patient 
men and not our husbands who may get a ñlittleò 
tense when trying to explain something. What 
could be better than that! 
 
Some things come to mind as I am thinking about 
the upcoming boating season and I want to be 
ready when itôs time to sail the waters. On a more 
domestic note, nowôs the time to go through your 
onboard pantry and check for expiration dates on 
food products and to check for freshness on 
sugars, salts, crackers, chips, peanuts and other 
supplies. Have you checked to see if you have 
ants or other critters such as spiders? It is 
important to vacuum those spots we never seem 
to get to on a regular basis to get rid of spider 
nests. Have you been seeing wasps? Nowôs the 
time to find out where that nest is and get rid of it 
while they are still moving slow. Also, do you need 
to get your carpets cleaned? This is the best time 
while you are not using your boat so the carpet 
can have lots of drying time and it is not keeping 
you from something fun. Throw your ñsilkò plants in 
the shower and get the winter dust from them. Did 
you bring home any cooking items, pots, dishes, 
bbqs, toaster oven etc. that you are going to need 
when you least expect it? When was the last time 

you cleaned the coverlets and shams on your 
cabin beds or washed the pillows? How about 
polishing the glass and getting rid of any 
mildew? We all have lots to do before we get out 
on the water so letôs not put it off! We want to be 
ready when the fun starts. Personally, for some 
reason I enjoy doing all those above tasks on 
my boat but not so much at home. I like to go to 
the boat by myself, crank the music and putter 
around doing what I need to do. That way I can 
get done what I need to and donôt get called 
away to help someone else with their chores, if 
you know what I mean! 
 
When we see you on the water we know we will 
all be in good shape with proper safety 
equipment and a clean fresh boat. Time to nag 
the Captain into doing his chores now, donôt you 
think? 
 

ADMINISTRAT IVE OFFICER  
Lt/ C John Winters 
 
The General membership meeting will be held  

on Thursday, March 12
th
 at 

the Madisonville Maritime 
Museum. Social begins at 
6:00PM and Dinner/Meeting 
at 7:00PM. Dinner will be 
catered by Sweet Daddyôs 
BBQ at a cost of $15.00 per 
person. RSVP required by 
March 9

th
 to John 504-957-

7011 or Jeanne 504-835-
9340. We will have a talk with JoAnn Burke of 
the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation 
regarding wetland restoration efforts. Hope to 
see you there! 

 

 ñThe Surveyor Sezò 

 
Do you know how many holes are in the 
underwater portion of the hull of your vessel? 
Close your eyes and count them. Did you 
remember the propeller shaft(s) and rudder(s)? 
When is the last time you touched them? 
 
More than 50% of vessels sink at the dock; and 
while inboard/outboard bellows contribute, most 
sinkings are due to lack of maintenance of the 
through hull valves and their hoses and clamps. 
 
You should have a diagram of the hull, with the 
valves and their uses, at the helm at all times. 
When someone yells from below that there is 
water above the floorboards, it is too late to look 
for the through hull diagram. 
 
Proper seacocks are readily available in two 
main materials, bronze and plastic. The bronze 

mailto:jbcbbell@bellsouth.net
mailto:rcalbers@bellsouth.net
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types must be of an alloy that has very little zinc in 
the alloy (under 15% or less), because the zinc is 
what will succumb to electrolytic corrosion. While it 
is almost impossible to determine what a bronze 
valve is made of; if it has a ñUL Marine Sea Valveò 
marking or nameplate it should be made of the 
correct alloy. The plastic type valves should be of 
reinforced polymers, such as MARELON made by 
Forespar.  
 
It should go without saying that household 
plumbing parts do not belong on a boat. This 
includes gate valves as well as PVC type. Be 
especially wary if you see a male threaded stem 
that is the inner portion of the mushroom shaped 
through hull fitting, with an inline ball valve 
attached. Very often the two components have 
different thread patterns, and there are only a 
couple of threads doing all the work. If you find this 
set-up aboard, call in a professional for an opinion.  
 
All valves should be tested for free movement 
monthly. It is not only corrosion, but also all 
manner of growing things that can get inside and 
render them inoperable. When you haul the boat, 
take them completely apart, lubricate them, check 
the hoses and take the opportunity to maybe 
replace the hose clamps. Remember the hose 
clamps go on with the screw portions 180* 
opposite each other. 
 
So what are you going to do this weekend? Get in 
the bilge! Go look at the seacocks, the hoses, and 
clamps. Try to move the handle on the seacock. Iôll 
bet you find at least one that doesnôt move! 
  

Kristoffer A. Diel  

  
USCG Auxiliary Division 4 Staff Officer for Marine 
Safety 
USCG Auxiliary Flotilla Commander 081-04-02 
 

EDUCATION OFFICER  
            Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN  
 
Education Department News 

 
We will continue with the USPS 
Seminars and Navigation Rules 
at the General Membership 
Meetings. 
 
The following is a list of the 2009 
training schedule. We will have 
classes for each of the following 
courses if a minimum of 6 

students are enrolled in each of the courses. 
 
 
 

LPS&PS Training Schedule for 2009 
Americaôs Boating Course 
06-June-2009 
18-July-2009 
 
Advanced Grades 
Seamanship   10-August-2009 
Advanced Piloting 13-May-2009 
Junior Navigation TBA 
Navigation  1-September-2009 
 
Elective Grades 
Engine Maintenance 26-May-2009 
Marine Electronics 10-March-2009 
Sail   11-August-2009 
Vessel Safety Check TBA 
Weather  14-September-2009 
 
Note: Dates are subject to change. 
Now it's up to you to take advantage of this 
USPS educational opportunity. Be sure to 
sign up early for these classes. 
 
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED 30 DAYS 
BEFORE THE CLASS STARTS! 
 
Contact Paul Lumpkin to enroll or to request 
additional information on one or more of the 
above programs. Last day for ordering materials 
will be 30 days before beginning of class. 
 
L. Paul Lumpkin, SN 
LPSPS SEO 
Phone: 504-450-7817 
E-mail:  freevsc@mchsi.com 
 
TREASURERõS REPORT 

Lt/C  George Trousdale, S 

 
 On your mark!  Get set!  Go! 

Go to your boat and come 
on out!  The weather is 
breaking and the bugs 
arenôt out just yet.  Check 
out the Tchefuncte River 
sand bar and the many 
other beautiful places 
around here.  You just 
might find one of our boats 
out there.  Iôm sure the 

owner is looking for a few good friends to share 
the afternoon.  Better yet, call a fellow member 
and set up something!  Even better, check out 
the Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power 
Squardon web site, www.lpsps.org.  The 
rendezvous schedule is listed there and always 
fun.   
 
Yes, rendezvous are fun, but thatôs not all.  
Helen & I have really enjoyed our friendships 

mailto:freevsc@mchsi.com
http://www.lpsps.org/
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with so many of our fellow LPSPS members.  You 
are good and gentle people with similar interests 
in life.  I happen to be writing this ñdroppingò on 
Valentines Day and feel a little like waxing 
eloquently, but realize that Iôm inadequate. Suffice 
it to say that we really do feel at home in LPSPS 
and thank you-all for that. 
 
Now, for the bean-counting report:  We owe 
nothing and are owed nothing.  LPSPS has a good 
nest egg, but most of our money comes in early 
and has to last all year.  Your Executive 
Committee watches your money very closely.  We 
have a budget and the only checks that I write 
must fit into that budget.  If there is some 
ñunusualò expenditure, I refer it to the Executive 
Committee, and if it does not fit in the budget, they 
must approve the expenditure.  One more thing:  
Helen, Membership Chair, with approval, spent 
some money for brochure duplication.  I donôt write 
checks to me or mine, so I told the Executive 
Committee about it and had Commander Brooks 
co-sign the check.  Each month, all income and 
expenditures are detailed to the Executive 
Committee.  I give you all these details because it 
is the memberôs money and everyone should be 
aware how itôs spent. 
 
George Trousdale 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN REPORT  
Helen Trousdale 

The February Membership meeting was very 
entertaining featuring an Elvis 
impersonator.  Doug Brooks 
installed Toni Gambles, wife of 
Bo Gambles as an official 
member of the power squadron. 

I have also received new name 
tags for Susan Owens, Joe 
Allen, and John Shafer.  The 
following nametags have not 

been picked up:  Marianne Tyler, Tim Hood, 
Walter Stanley, Bob Babin, Gene Mallard, Bob 
Doolittle, and Joey Wheeler. Please pick them up 
at the next meeting. 

Spring is around the corner and we will have a lot 
of fun boating activities. 

Please come join us. 

Thank you, 
Helen Trousdale 
 
 
 

Membership Committee: 
Helen Trousdale, Chair 
Norma Roberts 
Rebecca Christian 
Doris Brooks 
Patsy McDonnell 
 

AHOY MY FELLOW BOATERS!!  
Roving Reporter and Boating Paparazzi 

 
After a bit of a hiatus, the Roving Reporter is back 
this month!  Things are picking up a bit and I 
thought I would report a few things that have 
recently been observed. 
 
Several of our members keep their boats at 
Marina Beau Chene. There are so many that it 
makes it difficult to congregate on any one boat for 
cocktails and meals, so on a beautiful late winter 
Saturday in February, they, along with several 
other LPSPS members decided to erect their own 
ñtentò on the ñneutral groundò of the marina. Here 
is a documentation of the grand event.  
 

Some had to locate the perfect spot.  
 
 

 
Someone had to ñdocumentò the event 
 

http://webmail.aol.com/41421/aol/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=1.22192570&folder=Inbox&partId=4
http://webmail.aol.com/41421/aol/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=1.22192570&folder=Inbox&partId=4
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Someone had to be ñthe bossò. 
 

 
Some had to help from the side line. 
 
 

 
Some helped get real close to the finish. 
 

 
Some got to enjoy the final product.  
 
The Tchefunte River Mardi Gras parade was a great 
success. John Winters had a rendezvous on his 
boat The Office and those who attended had a great 
unobstructed view of the parade boats as well as a 
great time. 
 
 
 
 

This year the theme was ñThe Krewe of 
Tchefuncte Strolls down World Famous Streetsò 
 
Some of the streets represented were Bourbon St. 
of course, Wall Street-guess what that one was all 
about, Sunset Blvd., Memphisô Beale St. and 
Haight-Ashbury in San Francisco had some great 
hippies. George and Elena Janssen and crew on 
Champagne Lady were A Streetcar named Desire. 
(As a reporter, I am embarrassed to admit that I 
didnôt realize that this original play took place in 
New Orleans.) Walter and Maddy Mlynarski and 
crew on Mi Hi won First Place depicting the 
horrors of US 190 construction!  Been there done 
that! Congratulations Walter and Maddy. It was 
also reported to me that you guys had awesome 
throws too! 
 
After the parade, the rendezvous clan left The 
Office went by foot, and some by truck, over the 
Madisonville Bridge to the wall to get a closer look 
at the boats, claim our share of beads and to 
partake in the joyful mayhem. A great time was 
had by all. 
 
LPSPS members and D/15 Commander Glenn 
Roy and his lovely assistant Peggy Roy were in 
Anaheim, CA. last weekend for the National 
meeting. The first picture is our Chief 
Commanderôs representative, and his wife, for the 
2009 Spring Conference hosted by Singing River - 
William and Lois Neef.  The next is David Hinders, 
who was our Chief Commanderôs representative at 
our Fall Conference last year in Covington, LA.  
With him is his wife Rose. 
 

 
William and Lois Neef 
 

 
Dave and Rose Hinders 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Marine Electronics 
March 10, 2009 
 
General Membership Meeting 
March 12, 2009  
Madisonville Maritime Museum 
Social 6:00PM, Dinner 7:00PM 
 

Sweet Daddyõs BBQ will cater 
Cost is $15.00 per person. PLEASE RSVP  by 

March 9th
 to 

John Winters 504-957-7011 or 
Jeanne Winters 504-835-9340. 

 
As always òBYOBó 
 

District 15 Council Meeting 
March 21, 2009 
 

T-Rivers Rendezvous 
March 28, 2009 

 

 
 

DISTRICT 15 SPRING COUNCIL  
Hosted by Singing River 

 
Saturday 21 March  
Holiday Inn Express  

800 Amoco Drive  
Moss Point, Mississippi 39563  

228-474-2100  
Room rates are approx $67.00  

General Meeting begins at 0930  
Commanders/Educational Meetings begin at 0830  

 
Take Exit 69 off of I-10 (Moss Point, MS exit);  Go 
to the second traffic light turn right. Holiday Inn 
Express is on the left about one block (large sign - 
you cannot miss it). The General Meeting will be 
held in a white building across from the Holiday 
Inn. There are plenty of parking spaces. The 
Commanders and Educational breakout meetings 
are at 0830. A Continental breakfast is available at 
the Holiday Inn. Cracker Barrel is also located in 
this area and serves a good breakfast.  
 

March Birthdays 
 
Please wish our March ñbabiesò a very Happy 
Birthday! 
 
Doris Brooks  02 
Lynn Haase  05 
Otis Favre  07 
James Hancock  07 
Allan McDonnell 09 
Karen McNabb  15 
Joel Champagne 16 
Craig Lewis  22 
Ronald Messa  22 
Mark Tupper  22 
Bob Albers  24 
Louis Bolin  25 
Patricia Lumpkin 28 
Hal Bigelow  31 
 

Happy St. Patrick®s Day 
 

 
 
 
In an effort to promote our Squadron, a license 
plate for the front of your car can be ordered for 
a cost of $25. The license plate is:  

¶ Rigid .040" Aluminum  

¶ Rust resistant, withstands outdoor 
environmental conditions. 

¶ Withstands -40 to 176 F temperatures 
¶ If you are interested in purchasing a plate, 

please contact Judy Warnke @ 
judy.warnke@yahoo.com 

¶ 
  

 
 

mailto:judy.warnke@yahoo.com
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ADVERTISERõS CORNER 
 

 
 
 

 
 
TOWBOAT U.S. LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN OPENS.  

 
Captain Mark Tupper has opened TOWBOAT U.S. on the North shore at 

Mariners Village Marina in Mandeville. He will be servicing the entire 

Pontchartrain Basin.  

 

To join call 800-888-4869 or call Mark Tupper at 985-373-6330 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2008 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   985-845-3309 
dbrooks@cpdrum.com 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S   985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C John Winters, 504-957-7011 
jwinterscp@aol.com 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 504-450-7817 
freevsc@mchsi.com 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Walter Mlynarski     985-778-1783 
wmlynarski@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 

Bob Owens 
Peggy Roy 

 
 
 

Newsletter editor 
 

Lt Christine Williams, AP 
985-624-3813 

sailont@aol.com 
 

 

 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 

 


