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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER 
              Cdr. Douglas A. Brooks, JN 
 
 It's a brand new year and I hope you included the 

LPSPS in your New Years 
Resolutions. I know if you did, 
we will grow and be better 
than ever. I am looking 
forward to being your 
commander for another year. 
I want to take this opportunity 
to thank you for the honor 
and trust you have given me 

and I will do my best for our organization. I look 
forward to working with all of you and welcome 
your suggestions.  
  
On another note, I’m sure you have heard about 
the new Boat Registration requirements for all 
Documented Vessels that was put out by the 
Louisiana department of Wildlife and Fisheries. 
Several of our members actually have received 
notices form WLF on the newly enacted law of 
2008. I believe the WLF got their names from the 
Vessel Documentation Center of the Coast Guard. 
So eventually, they will notify all documented boat 
owners that have hailing ports in Louisiana. The 
question will be --if you wait to be notified will you 
be subject to fines for late registration because the 
law implies you only have 90 days after the 
enactment. I have not been able to confirm this. 
This LA law seems to copy what other states like 
Florida have been doing for a long time. Of 
course, this will be a new revenue stream for WLF 
and it will be very interesting to see how the extra 
money will be spent. Hopefully, it will be for the 
benefit of the boating public. If you would like to 
contact the WLF, their phone number is 225-765-
2800 and address is 2000 Quail Drive, Baton 
Rouge, 70808. You can download the application 
for registration at www.wlf.louisiana.gov . 
I recommend you go in person to register. It is 
much quicker and did not require all the 
information requested on application.  
 
 
 
 

 
For those of you who have already gotten your 
LA registration, it is permissible to put your new 
registration stickers on the windows on each 
side of your boat. I did confirm this with the WLF 
on December 15th since a documented boat is 
prohibited from putting any other numbers on 
the hull. If I can be of any further help please let 
me know.  
  
Don't forget the Change Of Watch--- January 24, 
2009 at Beau Chene Country Club. Please mark 
your calendar and be there. I appreciate your 
support.  
  
I wish all of you a very happy and successful 
New Year. 
 

Special Announcement! 
  
LPSPS Web Page is being upgraded! 
  
Bob Albers, our webmaster par excellence, is in 
the process of making a lot of changes to our 
web page - www.lpsps.org.  These changes 
won't all be incorporated over night, but Bob is 
diligently working on them. 
  
Some of the changes include additional 
information on the "Home" page such as a slide 
show, a Cook Book button to find information 
about our cook book and some recipes, a "Join 
Now!" button and MUCH more!  The object of 
these changes is to make the web site more 
informative to members as well as possible new 
members.   
  
Our web site has been "hit" an average of 
about 100 times a month over the last 2 years.  
That's a lot and LPSPS wants to offer more 
useful information to everyone. 
  
Many thanks to Bob for his good work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/
http://www.lpsps.org/
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Invitation to Change of Watch  

  
Please make your reservation ASAP! Call me on 
my cell at 504-453-0225 or at home 985-845-
3309. The Change of Watch will be the only 
meeting we have in January and I would certainly 
like to see you there. It is always one of our best 
meetings and the incoming Bridge would enjoy 
your company. Please come. Invitations will be 
mailed by Jan. 13th, but I wanted to give you the 
information early. Any questions please call me.  
Hope to see you there,  
 
Boating is fun-let the LPSPS show you how,   
Cdr. Doug Brooks,JN   
 

 
 
Any member or guest who sign up to go to the 
CHANGE OF WATCH and DO NOT ATTEND will 
be charged for their meals due to the fact that the 
squadron has to pay for all meals that are ordered. 
Latest day to CANCEL is January 21, 2009.  
 
 “The Surveyor Sez” 
A recent BoatUS study attributes 44% of I/O 
sinkings to leaks at the bellows. A bellows that is 
over five years old is living on borrowed time. 
Inboard/outboard [I/O] powered vessels need a 
careful inspection of the pleated flexible rubber 
membranes [bellows] annually. These bellows 
seal where the engine drive train components and 
the control cables pass through holes cut out of 
the transom. Many boats have more than one 
bellows and they all have a limited lifespan. 
All bellows should be carefully inspected for 
cracks and wear annually; more often in hot sunny 

weather, or if the vessel is stored out of the 
water in a sling or on a trailer. Also, if you have 
an overheat incident of your engine, it is time to 
check the bellows. 
If you are doing it yourself, when the vessel is 
out of the water, prod the bellows with your 
fingers and flex the all of the pleats. Go carefully 
around all sides of each bellows, and look for 
cracks and wear spots. Inspect the clamps for 
any beginning rust spots. As soon as one 
bellows shows any sign of wear, they should all 
be replaced, and the clamps should be replaced 
at the same time. 
Questions? Call Kristoffer Diel, Accredited 
Marine Surveyor @ 1-504-236-8151 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S 

 
Greetings to all My Fellow Boaters! 

  
The end of 2008 is past 
and it is time to take a few 
moments and think back to 
the events that happened 
over the past 12 months. 
Our country is going 
through some very difficult 
times and it may take 

awhile before things get back to a strong footing 
again. We saw high gas prices, the falling stock 
market, the historical Presidential election and 
the declining economy. Yet for all the gloom and 
doom we as a country are experiencing, we are 
very fortunate to live where we are allowed the 
freedom of speech, to choose our religion and to 
pursue our dreams. We owe a huge THANK 
YOU to the men and women who defend the 
freedoms that we all take for granted. 
George Trousdale had put out a message 
asking if anyone had any DVD movies that they 
did not need anymore. His nephew is presently 
serving overseas and when asked by his uncle 
what the troops might need the answer was 
some movies. John and I went through our 
DVDS and found a many that we gave to 
George. It made us feel very good when we 
received a call to say that after a wonderful 
Thanksgiving dinner the troops settled in to 
watch one of the movies that John and I had 
contributed. Apparently they enjoyed the movie 
very, very much! These men and women 
deserve every pleasure that we can possibly 
provide for them. While we were kicking back 
and enjoying the holidays with family and friends 
our troops are far away from their wives, 
husbands, children etc. and often living under 
less than ideal conditions. 
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We need to remember this when a call goes out to 
help our fellow Americans protecting our freedoms 
on foreign soil. 
 
Get ready for our Change of Watch ceremonies to 
be held on January 24

th
 at the Beau Chene 

Country Club. Cocktail hour is from 6:00 to 
7:00PM with a cash bar and dinner will start at 
7:00PM. The choices for dinner will be Prime Rib 
of Beef au jus for $46.00 per person or fresh Gulf 
Fish for $40.00 per person. Both selections 
include a mixed salad, rolls, tea or coffee and New 
York Cheesecake with Raspberry sauce for 
dessert. Please RSVP no later than January 17

th
, 

2009. After our ceremonies are done we will have 
dancing with music by Miss Candy. It is always a 
good time in a lovely setting. 
 
Come on out and join your fellow members to 
thank the past Bridge for their service to the 
Squadron and welcome the new 2009 Bridge. 
Call Commander Brooks at 985-845-3309 to make 
your reservations.  This will also be our general  
membership meeting for January. 
 
Our soon to be Administrative Officer, John 
Winters is busy working on the rendezvous 
schedule for 2009. It promises to be an exciting 
one. He would like to hear your ideas for speakers 
for meetings and suggestions for rendezvous. 
Please give him your help and support. 
 
Our February 12

th
 meeting will be at the Maritime 

Museum. Social hour will be from 6:00 to 7:00PM 
and the dinner/meeting will start at 7:00PM. More 
details to follow. We have a special guest who will 
be appearing after the meeting. Who might that be 
you ask? Well here’s a hint! “I just wanna be your 
teddy bear!”  Gents don’t forget that this is only 2 
days before Valentine’s Day! 
 
Again, THANK YOU for all your help and support 
in 2008! 
 

EDUCATION OFFICER 
            Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 
 
Education Department News 

 
We will continue with the USPS 
Seminars and Navigation Rules 
at the General Membership 
Meetings. 
 
The following is a list of the 2009 
training schedule. We will have 
classes for each of the following 
courses if a minimum of 6 

students are enrolled in each of the courses. 
 

LPS&PS Training Schedule for 2009 
America’s Boating Course 
31-January-2009 
6-June-2009 
18-July-2009 
 
Advanced Grades 
Seamanship   10-August-2009 
Piloting   25-February-2009 
Advanced Piloting 13-May-2009 
Junior Navigation TBA 
Navigation  1-September-2009 
 
Elective Grades 
Cruise Planning  20-January-2009 
Engine Maintenance 26-May-2009 
Marine Electronics 10-March-2009 
Sail   11-August-2009 
Vessel Safety Check TBA 
Weather  14-September-2009 

 
Note: Dates are subject to change. 
 
Now it's up to you to take advantage of this 
USPS educational opportunity. Be sure to 
sign up early for these classes. 
 
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED 30 DAYS 
BEFORE THE CLASS STARTS! 
 
Contact Paul Lumpkin to enroll or to request 
additional information on one or more of the 
above programs. Last day for ordering materials 
will be 30 days before beginning of class. 
 
L. Paul Lumpkin, SN 
LPSPS SEO 
Phone: 504-450-7817 
E-mail:  freevsc@mchsi.com 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 

 
My last article admonished you-all to bundle up 

and go boating before it 
got real cold. As I was 
writing this article, I’m 
looking out my window on 
December 11

th
 actually 

dreaming of a White 
Christmas!  Snow piled up 
on our boat 6 inches thick!  
Just what did happen to 
those wonderful balmy 

days?  I guess it’s time to catch up on reading 
those boating magazines that have piled up 
while we were out boating! 
 
 
 

mailto:freevsc@mchsi.com
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Rumor has it that Commander Doug appointed 
someone to help Bob Albers make some changes 
on our www.lpsps.org web site. That’s in the 
works, so go look at it!  To start, some new 
pictures are on the home page and on the “Photo 
Album” pages.  Anyone that might have a 
suggestion should email Commander Doug.  If you 
want something published, write it out! 
 
As Treasurer, it is most difficult to write a monthly 
article when my job is simply to record income and 
expenditures which are constantly being 
scrutinized by your Executive Committee!  Rest 
assured that your money is being spent wisely. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you-all at the “Change 
of Watch” on January 24, 2009! 

 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN REPORT 

Helen Trousdale 
 
We all had a wonderful time at the annual “Dirty 

Santa Christmas Party”!  Plenty of 
very interesting gifts were “stolen” 
back and forth and a lot of 
comments were lovingly 
exchanged!  Several new members 
were sworn into our organization:  
Walter Stanley, Carroll & Nolia 
Chaisson and Mike Norman.  Each 
received an attractive Membership 
Certificate.  Please make our new 

members feel welcome!  We look forward to 
seeing them at our great rendezvous. 
 
Happy New Year to everyone!  We plan to have 
many rendezvous this coming year.  The schedule 
is being formulated as you read this, so be ready 
to come out and be prepared to have a lot of fun! 
 
Speaking of fun, the “Change of Watch” 
dinner/dance is a great evening.  It is being held at 
the Beau Chene Country Club on Jan. 24.  It’s a 
good place to “pass a good time”! 
 
Membership Committee: 
Helen Trousdale, Chair 
Norma Roberts 
Rebecca Christian 
Doris Brooks 
Patsy McDonnell 
 
Safe boating; 
Helen Trousdale 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Executive Meeting 
January 14 

 
Cruise Planning 
January 20 

 
General Membership Meeting and 
Change of Watch 
January 24, 2009  
Beau Chene Country Club 
6:00PM Social-cash bar 
7:00PM Dinner/Ceremony/Dance 
 

America’s Boating 
January 31 

 
January Birthdays 
 
Please wish our January “babies” a very 
Happy Birthday! 
 
William McNabb 02 
Chance Miller  06 
James Richardson 06 
Helen Trousdale 13 
Melanie Scarcella 14 
Carol Arcediano  21 
John Winters  21 
Vincent Pisciotta 22 
David Campbell  23 
Peggy Roy  23  
Frank Sanders  23 
Dudley Haycraft  28 
 
In an effort to promote our Squadron, a license 
plate for the front of your car can be ordered for 
a cost of $25. The license plate is:  

 Rigid .040" Aluminum  

 Rust resistant, withstands  outdoor 
environmental conditions. 

 Withstands -40 to 176 F temperatures 
 If you are interested in purchasing a plate, 

please contact Judy Warnke @ 
judy.warnke@yahoo.com 

 
  

 
 

http://www.lpsps.org/
mailto:judy.warnke@yahoo.com
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ADVERTISER’S CORNER 
 

 
 
 

 
 
TOWBOAT U.S. LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN OPENS. 

 
Captain Mark Tupper has opened TOWBOAT U.S. on the North shore at 

Mariners Village Marina in Mandeville. He will be servicing the entire 

Pontchartrain Basin.  

 

To join call 800-888-4869 or call Mark Tupper at 985-373-6330 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2008 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   985-845-3309 
dbrooks@cpdrum.com 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C Jeff Williams, JN   985-624-3813 
sailont@aol.com 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S 985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 504-450-7817 

freevsc@mchsi.com 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Walter Mlynarski     985-778-1783 
wmlynarski@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 
Bob Albers, AP 

John Hull 
 

 
Newsletter editor 

 
Lt Christine Williams, AP 

985-624-3813 
sailont@aol.com 

 
 

 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 
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