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UNDER THE BRIDGE 
LATEST  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

 

 
FROM THE COMMANDER 
              Cdr. Douglas A. Brooks, JN 
 
 As always, when the year draws to an end, I think 

back to what I (we) have 
accomplished. I’m sure a lot 
of us do that. This is 
especially true as 
Commander of LPSPS. I 
know that our Bridge and 
many members have worked 
very hard this year to make 
LPSPS successful.  

 
The following is an email I received from squadron 
member Don Roman, who with his wife Rebecca 
on their trawler Andante is out cruising. I believe 
that the squadron’s hard work and effort shows 
and pays off. I hope all of you feel the same way. I 
think LPSPS is truly promoting our National 
slogan ―Boating is fun and we will show you how.‖  
 

Doug, 
 
Yesterday I emailed John Bell and George 
Trousdale and mentioned that the 
newsletter really had a LOT of info on 
activities and what was happening in the 
Squadron. I also related the following 
story. Last week I exchanged emails with 
a gent on the MTOA (Marine Trawlers 
Owner Association) site about insurance 
and he wrote that he only belonged to the 
USPS because of its insurance deal. As 
he was no longer using USPS insurance, 
he figured he’d let his membership lapse 
as his squadron really wasn’t a part of his 
boating. Their activities were few and 
(apparently) far between. I wrote him back 
and suggested that the real value of 
membership was: 
 
1.-the educational program for members, 
  
2.-the educational program for the public, 
  
3.-the chance to meet socially with fellow 
boaters and discuss whatever…,  

4.-the cruising schedule/rendezvous and 
meetings,  
 
5.-impromptu get togethers that happen 
on the hook, in the marina(s), etc. and  
 
6.-the public services such as VSC’s, 
boat shows, safety courses, etc.  
 
I suggested that insurance was the least 
of the rewards, but membership in 
USPS is what it is and what you make it. 
I concluded by commenting that it was 
too bad that apparently his squadron 
was not very active and that it and he 
were not as engaged as they might be.  
 
The moral of this story is that the 
LPSPS newsletter clearly indicates that 
inactivity and engagement are certainly 
not an issue with the LPSPS. If USPS 
has a future (and clearly it does) it will 
be because the membership, each and 
every squadron is engaged in multiple 
levels of active membership and an 
expanding variety of activities. The 
squadron is active and the newsletter 
rocked with last month’s activities and 
the promise of many more activities to 
come. As we used to say “Press on with 
style”. Have a great day.  
 
Don R  m/v Andante, Monk36#20.  
 

 
I hope that everyone had a delicious and Happy 
Thanksgiving. Don’t miss out on our next 
general meeting—it is ―Dirty Santa‖ time and the 
last meeting of the year. So come on, get out 
there and have some fun. We will be looking 
forward to seeing you. We also will have some 
new members joining us, so let’s make them feel 
a real welcome. Oh! I almost forgot. Santa will 
be coming too! 
 
Merry Christmas to all of you. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C  Jeffrey L. Williams,  JN 
 

America’s Waterway Watch program is 
more relevant than ever. 
 
Civic and community service is one of the three 

primary objectives of the United 
States Power Squadron (USPS). 
Each of us can contribute to that 
objective and play a vital role in 
ensuring homeland security by 
participating in the America’s 
Waterway Watch program.   
 
Fred Sellenraad, the USPS 

Homeland Security Coordinator, sent me a 
message yesterday that I wanted to pass on to 
you. His message was ―America’s Waterway 
Watch Program is more relevant than ever 
following the Mumbai attacks.‖  I know you all 
must be aware of the recent attacks on Mumbai 
where terrorists gained easy access to this port 
city from the sea. It made me wonder whether our 
coast and inland waters might be vulnerable to 
similar attacks.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
America’s Waterway Watch program encourages 
the boating community to provide the Coast Guard 
timely information about suspicious activity we 
witness on the water. We become their eyes and 
ears and help increase their reach and 
effectiveness. 
 
 The United States has 90,000 miles of shoreline 
and nearly 300,000 square miles of inland 
waterways. There are many important facilities 
located on or near the water that could be targets 
for terrorist attacks. These include power plants, 
electric transmission lines, water treatment plants, 
port facilities, cruise ships, rail lines and bridges. 
In addition, our shorelines, marinas and ports 
could provide access for terrorists interested in 
attacking other targets as was demonstrated in the 
Mumbai attacks. 
 
 

 
Terrorist attacks typically involve advanced 
surveillance activity. Passing on information 
about what appears to be suspicious 
surveillance activity is where we can be most 
effective. 
 
We can extend the reach of the Coast Guard 
helping them slam the door on terrorist attacks 
launched from the water. We can do this by 
being vigilant and reporting unusual behavior.    
 
What can you do?  
 
V Make a personal commitment to 

participate in the America’s Waterway 

Watch program. This alone raises your 

level of awareness; 

 

V Maintain a heightened sense of 

awareness for behavior that is just not 

normal, that seems unusual or makes 

you suspicious; 

 

V Note the details and report suspicious 

activity to the National Response Center 

at 877-24WATCH (877-249-2824); 

 

V Keep your own boat secure so that it 

doesn’t become a resource for terrorists. 

Learn more about America’s Waterway Watch 
program at: 
http://www.americaswaterwaywatch.org/ 
 
America's Waterway Watch video is available at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCCKQjEqiJ
w 
 
Are you looking for a New Year’s Resolution? 
Learning more about the America’s Waterway 
Watch program would be a good one. Individual 
actions we take will make a difference.  

 
 
 

To Report suspicious activity: Call 

the National Response Center at  

877-24WATCH or  

Call 911 

http://www.americaswaterwaywatch.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCCKQjEqiJw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCCKQjEqiJw
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C Carol Bell, S 

 
Greetings to all My Fellow Boaters! 

As I sit to write this article, I 
am amazed at how fast this 
year has flown by! Can you 
believe that it is December 
already?  Thanksgiving has 
just been celebrated with 
family and friends, good food 
and great memories!  Then 
comes the dreaded time of 

year!  No, not Christmas but all that’s related to it!  
The ―Honey you need to put the lights up, get the 
reindeer from the attic and set up the Christmas 
tree‖ time of year.  It’s a time of bribes, cajoling, 
pleading, threatening, begging and the list goes 
on!  The trip to the attic, the groaning and moaning 
trying to stuff boxes that are way too big and 
heavy through the attic opening, lugging them 
downstairs and all over the house.  Sounds of: 
―you have way too much Christmas stuff, do you 
really need all of this, where do you plan on 
putting that, you need to get rid of some stuff!‖   
 
Does this sound familiar to anyone or is it just at 
one house in particular?  Not that I am implying 
that this happens at my house, oh no siree!  
 
 As I gaze out my window, I can see my reindeer 
peacefully standing on my lawn and I feel warm 
and fuzzy but wait why aren’t they lit up?  What, 
you didn’t put the timer on them and you want me 
to go out there in the dark and cold weather to 
manually turn them on and off?  What, the same 
thing for the gazebo lights?  Do you know what I 
have to go through to do that?  It requires getting 
my down filled jacket and scarf and mitts, finding 
the flashlight and stumbling my way outside 
scared that our resident armadillos, deer and 
assorted other creatures of the night might jump 
out and scare me!  Do you think that Santa should 
find his way to bring me two outdoor timers or do 
you think that I need to continue my twice nightly 
trek?  We shall see how this will unfold! 
 
However, as we sit with our friends from Canada 
having a lovely visit on board our boat, what do I 
hear but ― Honey are you going to decorate our 
boat for Christmas because I put that electric 
outlet in just for you so you can do whatever you 
want!  It would be nice to have some decorations 
here, don’t you think?‖  Now someone please 
explain to me why it is okay to decorate the boat 
without any grumbling, moaning or complaining 
but not the house.  I will be standing by waiting for 
this mystery of life to be solved! 
 
 

On December 11
th

 we will have our last 
General Membership meeting for the year at 
The Maritime Museum.  This is our annual 
Christmas party and always promises to be fun.  
Social will start at 6pm and the meeting will start 
at 7pm.  It will be a ―Bring a Dish to Pass‖ with 
the Squadron providing deep fried turkey and 
ham. 
 
 At this time of year, our members really outdo 
themselves by bringing their favorite Christmas 
dishes.  It is always nice to bring along the 
recipe to share.  Please remember to bring your 
own beverages, (ice and cups will be available).   
 
Our first order of business will be the Annual 
Elections of our Bridge Officers and elected 
Committees.  Once this is done, then the 
mayhem begins with ―The Dirty Santa‖ game!  

  
You will be given one half of a playing card and 
the other goes in a basket.  When your card gets 
drawn you have the option to pick a gift from the 
table or ―steal‖ a gift from someone who has 
already picked.  Santa will be present to control 
the crowds and keep the hecklers at bay!  It is 
always a fun time!  If you do not choose to take 
part in the ―Dirty Santa‖ come on out anyway 
and have some laughs and maybe Santa might 
need some backup if the crowd gets too out of 
control!  
 
 I need to know if you plan to attend as we have 
to order the turkeys and we want to make sure 
that we have enough for everyone.  Call me at 
985-264-1662 or email me at 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net no later than Monday, 
December 8

th
. 

 
We will be having our ―Change of Watch‖ 
ceremony on Saturday, January 24

th
. It is at this 

time that our current Bridge is dismissed and the 
new Bridge is sworn in.  There will be a catered 
dinner and music and dancing to follow.  This 
will also be our membership meeting for the 
month of January.  Details will follow shortly.  . 
 
The rendezvous held on November 21

st
, 22

nd
 

and 23
rd

 was a great time had by all who 
attended.  There were 5 boats that showed up, 
one dinghy and one skiff. Pickpocket, Talk About 
Good, Still Dreamin’, Double D and Champagne 

ȰDirty Santaȱ 
V Bring a wrapped gift valued 

at ~$10 per person 

V Prepare to have fun! 

mailto:jbcbbell@bellsouth.net
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Lady were joined by Bo and Toni Gambles on their 
skiff .We kicked off the weekend with dinner at 
Friend’s Restaurant on Friday. Approximately 20 
people gathered together for some merriment. 
 
 We were serenaded with our very own entertainer 
singing ―If I had a Boat‖.  Squadron member Neal 
Terrebone was responsible for this special treat!  
 
On Saturday, we had a lazy morning until we had 
to begin to ready for the masses for our Chili Fest. 
It was great to see some members who have not 
been out for awhile. We are pleased to add a new 
member to our Squadron, Joe Allen who arrived 
by dinghy. The chili was a great success! There 
were 2 different batches, one made from the 
kitchen of Doris Brooks and one from the kitchen 
of Helen Trousdale with assistance from her own 
personal sous chef George and moral support 
from me. Carol’s world famous Caesar Salad 
along with yummy desserts finished our meal. Our 
group brought appetizers to enjoy before the meal. 
The weather was pleasant and another wonderful 
time had by all! The rest of the day was spent 
telling tales and chillin’, watching football, telling 
more tales and watching/supervising the trees at 
the wall being decorated for Christmas. Finally we 
were forced to take shelter on board our boats as 
the temperatures were dropping. Another great 
day! 
 
Sunday started with breakfast at Baddeaux’s 
restaurant. Later we were to join the group from 
The Antique and Classic Boat Society at Brady 
Island but the winds were very strong that morning 
and given some issues we had with a couple of 
the boats we decided that it was best to stay at the 
wall. We enjoyed leftovers and chili dogs and 
kicked back for more fun. But, alas all good things 
must come to an end so we packed up and 
headed back to home port. See what fun you miss 
when you don’t show up? People came by land, 
by boat, by dinghy, by skiff and by car!  
 
Think about some of the places that you might like 
to have a rendezvous in the coming year and let 
your new Admin Officer know. 
 
There are no more ―planned rendezvous‖ for the 
year but you just never know when an impromptu 
one will happen if the sun is shining and captains 
get itchy to get the cobwebs out of their boats. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say a very 
big THANK YOU to all of you who have done so 
much to help me this past year.  Every effort was 
appreciated!  From getting to the meetings early to 
help set up, to help with setting up the food, and 
picking up and putting away at the end of the 
meeting without being asked.  To those who 
helped with getting speakers for the meetings, to 

those who were the speakers at the meetings 
and who taught our seminars at the meetings, 
and for the help with the rendezvous’.  
 
Mostly, thank you for coming to the meetings to 
show your support and encouragement for the 
Squadron.  We have had a great year and 
positive changes continue to help keep our 
Squadron strong and viable.  We look forward to 
your continued support! 
 
At the General Meeting on December 11

th
 we 

will be voting on the following: 
  
Nominations   Lake Pontchartrain Sail and  
Power Squadron    2009 
 
Submitted by: Marlene Sobkowich, Norma 
Roberts, John Bell  
 
Commander     Doug Brooks  
Executive Officer     Carol Bell 
Administrative Officer    John Winters 
Secretary                 Walter Mlynarski  
Treasurer                         George Trousdale  
Education Officer             Paul Lumpkin 
Asst. Education Officer   Nick Chronis 
 
Executive Committee 
Bob Christian  
Peggy Roy 
Bob Owens 
John Bell 
 
Rules Committee 
Bill Dietrich            1 year 
Lynn Haase    2 years 
Joyce Tracey                    3 years 
 
Auditing Committee 
Jeff Williams                1 year 
Mark Tupper                2 years 
Paul Warnke                3 years 
 
Nominating Committee 
Norma Roberts     1 year  
John Bell            2 years                  
Bill Dietrich     3 years 
 
Newsletter  
Chris Williams 
 
Budget and Finance Committee 
Lynn Haase                    1 year    
Glenn Roy                      2 years   
TBA                                3 years 

 
Chairman Nominating Committee 2008-2009 
P/C Marlene Sobkowich, AP    
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EDUCATION OFFICER 
            Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 
 
Education Department News 

 
We will continue with the USPS 
Seminars and Navigation Rules 
at the General Membership 
Meetings. 
 
The following is a list of the 
2009 training schedule. We will 
have classes for each of the 
following courses if a minimum 

of 6 students are enrolled in each of the courses. 
 
LPS&PS Training Schedule for 2009 
America’s Boating Course 
31-January-2009 
6-June-2009 
18-July-2009 
 
Advanced Grades 
Seamanship   10-August-2009 
Piloting   25-February-2009 
Advanced Piloting 13-May-2009 
Junior Navigation TBA 
Navigation  1-September-2009 
 
Elective Grades 
Cruise Planning  20-January-2009 
Engine Maintenance 26-May-2009 
Marine Electronics 10-March-2009 
Sail   11-August-2009 
Vessel Safety Check TBA 
Weather  14-September-2009 

 
Note: Dates are subject to change. 
 
Now it's up to you to take advantage of this 
USPS educational opportunity. Be sure to sign 
up early for these classes. 
 
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED 30 DAYS 
BEFORE THE CLASS STARTS! 
 
Contact Paul Lumpkin to enroll or to request 
additional information on one or more of the above 
programs. Last day for ordering materials will be 
30 days before beginning of class. 
 
L. Paul Lumpkin, SN 
LPSPS SEO 
Phone: 504-450-7817 
E-mail:  freevsc@mchsi.com 
 
 
 
 

 
TREASURERõS REPORT 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 

 
Winter is setting in, but don’t touch that dial!  

There’s plenty of time to go 
boating before the big ice 
storms and snow force us 
to mothball our boats!  
BUT WAIT!  We don’t have 
to do that.  All we have to 
do is bundle up a bit and 
enjoy our boats.  It really is 
different without so many 

jet skis, etc.  Come on out and look for your 
fellow LPSPS boaters. 
 
On the Treasurer’s side, all is well.  The Budget 
& Finance Committee is working on the 2009 
Budget and I feel sure that it will be ready for 
your consideration on time. Any member in good 
standing is more than welcome to see any and 
all details of our income and expenses.  Detailed 
check information is included.  Copies of the 
monthly bank balance summary are also 
distributed.  I am giving each member of the 
Executive Committee these details each month 
and am dedicated to everyone knowing what is 
happening.   
 
Yes, we are financially in good shape, but we 
must continue to get new members and nourish 
our present members.  I am very proud of our 
Squadron for the great activities we have.  Much 
fun can be had if you come out! 
 
We have one of the most active Squadrons in 
District 15. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

General Membership meeting 
December 11

th
, Madisonville Maritime Museum 

Social 6:00PM, Dinner 7:00PM 
Election of 2009 Bridge Officers and Committees 
 
 ñDirty Santaò Christmas present exchange 

 
òBring a dish to passó & BYOB 
 

Change of Watch 
January 24, 2009 
More details to follow. 
 

mailto:freevsc@mchsi.com


 6 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN REPORT 
Helen Trousdale 

 
We had a big crowd for the last meeting and a lot 

of fun!  Our program was very 
interesting – Bob and Susan 
Owens gave a great presentation 
of their trip to Alaska.  Susan is 
now a new member of LPSPS so 
be sure to make her at home! 
Please ask me for applications for 
new members.  They are our life 
blood and it is our responsibility to 
bring good people into our great 

Squadron! 
 
Hope to see a full house for the ―Dirty Santa 
Christmas Party‖!  This has proved to be hilarious.  
Imagine ―stealing‖ a Christmas present from a 
fellow member!  Right in front of them!  It’s all in 
good fun, so come on out for it! 
 
Membership Committee: 
Helen Trousdale, Chair 
Norma Roberts 
Rebecca Christian 
Doris Brooks 
Patsy McDonnell 
 
Safe boating; 
Helen Trousdale 
 

 
 
December Birthdays 
 
Please wish our December “babies” a 
very Happy Birthday! 

 
 
James Connor  03 
Laura Beverly  06 
Drew Pruit  07 
Walter Mlynarski 07 
Ali Williams  10 
Stephen Morris  13 
John Cole  15 
Bradley Oncale  16 
Charles Miller  18 
Rebecca Christian 22 
Katrina Oncale  24 
John Gambles  28  

ADVERTISERõS CORNER 
 

 
 
 

 
 
TOWBOAT U.S. LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN OPENS. 

 
Captain Mark Tupper has opened TOWBOAT U.S. on the North shore at 

Mariners Village Marina in Mandeville. He will be servicing the entire 

Pontchartrain Basin.  

 

To join call 800-888-4869 or call Mark Tupper at 985-373-6330 
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Lake Pontchartrain Sail & Power 
2008 Bridge Officers 

 
Commander 

Cdr. Doug Brooks, JN   985-845-3309 
dbrooks@cpdrum.com 

 
Executive Officer 

Lt/C Jeff Williams, JN   985-624-3813 
sailont@aol.com 

 
Administration Officer 

Lt/C Carol Bell, S 985-809-9805 
jbcbbell@bellsouth.net 

 
Education Officer 

Lt/C Paul Lumpkin, SN 504-450-7817 

freevsc@mchsi.com 

 
Treasurer 

Lt/C George Trousdale, S 985-792-1335 
gtrousdale@att.net 

 
Secretary 

Lt/C Walter Mlynarski     985-778-1783 
wmlynarski@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Executive Committee Members 
 

P/C John Bell, AP 
Bob Christian, P 
Bob Albers, AP 

John Hull 
 

 
Newsletter editor 

 
Lt Christine Williams, AP 

985-624-3813 
sailont@aol.com 

 
 

 
 

Lake Pontchartrain Sail and Power Squadron 
www.lpsps.org 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:dbrooks@cpdrum.com
mailto:sailont@aol.com
mailto:jbcbbell@bellsouth.net
mailto:freevsc@mchsi.com
mailto:wmlynarski@yahoo.com
mailto:sailont@aol.com
http://www.lpsps.org/

